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BOQUEIRAO  DOS  COCHOS,  BrazU 
(BP)  —  The  mayor  cried  each  time 
he  attended  the  funeral  of  a  child  from 
his  town  who  had  starved  to  death. 
But  he  could  do  little. 

A  deadly  droi^t  had  settled  in  nor¬ 
theastern  Brazil. 

Djaci  Farias  Brasileiro  is  a  doctor 
<as  well  as  the  mayor  of  this  communi¬ 
ty  of  farmers.  Before  the  drought, 
local  people  farmed  during  the  four 
months  of  rain  each  year.  When  the 
drought  came,  few  crops  grew  and 
families  had  little  food  or  money. 

A  federal  tanker  truck  brought 
water  each  week  and  drew  long  lines 
of  thirsty  people.  The  few  who  had 
money  bought  staples  from  a  mobile 
store  that  also  came  once  a  week. 


’‘Breaking  the  hunger  cy- 


This  was  the  situation  when 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  found 
the  people  suffering  through  a  five- 
year  drought  in  the  early  1980s.  The 
missionaries  and  Brazilian  Baptists 
came  to  their  rescue  with  a  $3  million 
hunger-relief  effort  known  as  the  Liv¬ 
ing  Water  Project.  , 

The  project  is  one  of  the  largest- 
hunger  relief  efforts  ever  undertaken 
by  ^uthern  Baptists.  It  encompasses 
14  counties  in  Brazil,  three  Baptist 
outreach  centers,  dentists,  nurses,  a 
doctor,  three  factories,  urban  water 
systems,  irrigation  systems,  a  model 
farm,  school  gardens,  agricultural 
technicians,  and  radio  broadcasts. 
Numerous  Brazilian  Baptist  home 
missionaries  and  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  have  played  major  roles. 

Overall  funding  of  the  five-year  pro¬ 
ject  is  scheduled  to  end  in  January. 
But  parts  of  the  work,  such  as  irriga¬ 
tion,  may  get  continued  funding  from 
Southern-Baptists.  Revenue  from  the 
project’s  factories  will  support  the 
outreach  centers.  Funds  and 
assistance  also  have  come  from 
Brazilian  Baptist  churched,  their  Na¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  and  the 
Brazilian  government. 

Breaking  the  hunger  (^cle  has  been 
the  main  purpose  of  this  effort,  says 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  Ed 
TYxitt,  who  is  about  to  retire  after  com- 
pletji^  his  work  as  project  director.  It 
also  is  improving  the  economy  of  an 
area  populated  1^  150,000  people  and 
changing  many  of  their  lives 
spiritually. 

Brick  and  furniture  factories  and  a 
model  farm  have  put  pmple  to  work. 

Agricultural  technicians  have  im- 
pro^  farming  methods  and  led  Bi¬ 
ble  studies.  Nurses  and  a  doctor  are 
reducing  infant  mortality.  People  are 
taking  courses  in  sewing,  c^ing, 
typing  and  crafts.  The  gospel  is 
pmetraGng  remote  areas,  ana  chur- 


‘  ches  are  starting,  missionaries  report. 

“Things  are  different  now,”  says 
Trott,  who  is  from  Vinita,  Okla.  Mrs. 
Trott  is  from  Meridian,  Miss.  (Trott 
formerly  served  the  MBCB’s  Steward¬ 
ship  and  Cooperative' Program  Pro- 
'  motion  Department  as  missionary-in- 
residence.) 

Before  the  project  came,  some 
families  in  the  area  settled  disputes 
with  guns.  A  murder  per  day  occur¬ 
red  in  the  project  headquarters  of 
Itaporanga,  a  town  of  10,0(X)  people. 
The  last  murder  was  six  months  ago. 

“I  think  the  gospel  has  its  influence 
on  the  way  people  act,”  Trott  says.  “A. 
chief  of  police  told  me,  T  just  can’t 
believe  what’s  happen^  here.’  ” 

The  irrigation  systems  pump  water 
from  an  artificial  lake,  built  by  the 
Brazilian  government,  to  dozens  of 
farms  near  Mayor  Brasileiro’s  town, 
keeping  fields  green  with  crops  year- 
round  in  the  dunught-prone  part  of 
Brazil.  Project  workers  have  improv¬ 
ed  farming  methods  and  boosted 
yields. 

They  plan  to  start  a  guava¬ 
processing  factory  in  Boqueirao  dos 
Cochos.  “People  say  that  the  gifts  that 
came  from  the  Baptists  would  fall 
from  the  heavens  to  the  city,”  the 
mayor  says.  ‘The  gifts  were  so  good 
that  they  never  expected  anything  like 


this  from  any  people  here  on  earth  — 
that  people  were  not  able  to  do  such 
things,  only  God.” 

Only  one  town  in  the  14-counfy 
region  had  a  permanent  water  system 


“The  gospel  is  penetrating 
remote  areas." 


before  the  project  began.  Now  all  do. 
More  than  60  farms  are  irrigated. 

Farmers  pool  their  money  to  form 
irrigation  associations  and  maintain 
equipment. 

Others  living  outside  of  towns  are 
thankful  for  the  project,  too.  Joventino 
Angelo  Cavalcante,  48,  and  his  wife. 
Ana,  live  in  the  mountains  by  a  dirt 
road  in  a  house  made  of  sticks  and 
mud.  They  have  12  children. 

“We  had  a  very  difficult  time  from 
1983  to  1986,”  says  Cavalcante.  a 
farmer  who  never  attended  school. 
Before  the  project,  his  family  lived  off 
of  beans,  rice,  and  corn. 

Cavalcante's  neighbor,  Terezinha 
Silva,  says  welfare  funds  once  were 
her  family’s  only  income:  “We  almost 
starved.  We  would  sell  a  little  rice  and 


corn  and  just  barely  gat  by.” 

Project  agricultural  technicians 
show^  their  rural  community  how  to 
irrigate  and  grow  14  vegetables. 
Thousands  of  students  are  eating  bet¬ 
ter  and  learning  nutrition.  Project 
workers  enlisted  schools  to  plant 
gardens  to  put  extra  vegetables  on 
school  lunch  plates. 

Missionaries  say  starting  the  pro¬ 
ject  in  an  area  with  a  longstanding 
Catholic  heritage,  where  people 
prayed  to  a  dead  Catholic  priest,  was 
difficult.  “The  people  were  very  pre¬ 
judiced  against  evangelicals,”  'IVott 
recalls.  A  group  tried  to  oust  a 
Brazilian  Baptist  missionary  from 
Itaporanga  in  the  early  1980s.  (A 
volunteer  group  from  First  Church, 
Boyle,  led  by  pastor  Joe  Anderson, 
recently  returned  from  Itaporanga.) 

Some  Catholics  called  the  Baptists 
“goats,”  adds  missionary  Bruce 
Oliver.  One  priest  publicly  opposed 
the  project  and  warned  people  not  to 
“sell  your  souls”  to  “those  com¬ 
munists.”  The  priest  asked  govern¬ 
ment  officials  not  to  cooperate  with 
project  workers. 

But  soon  people  saw  the  project  s 
benefits  and  told  the  missionaries. 
“Please  forgive  our  priest.”  He  later 
left  town.  Recently  another  priest 
praised  UiMlMfillnd  invited  a  col¬ 


j:  We  almost  lett  town.  Recently  j 
little  rice  and  prais^ 


Jesus  Christ  met  a  woman  at  a  well  and  told  her  about  "liv¬ 
ing  wtser”  that  brings  eternal  Hfe.  .Southern  Baptist  ntissionary 
Albert  Sutton  (standing,  center)  and  an  agricultural  technician 
meet  wrth  farm  families  trt  a  well  in  a  drought-stricken  area 


of  Brazil  to  show  them  better  farming  methods  and  share  the 
gospel.  It’s  all  part  of  a  $3  million  Southern  Baptist  hunger 
relM  project  called  "Living  Water”  which  has  introduced  ir¬ 
rigation  to  farmers  in  the  region.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge 


league  to  see  it. 

Before  the  project  started,  only  one 
Baptist  church  and  two  small  mission 
congregations  existed  in  the  area. 
Now  cimrches  and  missions  exist  in 
nine  cities  and  smaller  “preaching 
points”  are  in  nine  rural  areas. 

A  key  church  planter  in  the  project 
is  Brazilian  Baptist  home  missionary 
Cireno  Refosco.  Visiting  congrega¬ 
tions  and  preaching,  he  drives  3,000 
miles  some  months,  mostly  on  dirt 
roads. 


“The  gifts  were  so  good  that 
they  never  expected  anything 
like  this.” 


Refosco  hands  out  tracts  and 
preaches  the  gospel  to  e\'eryone  he 
meets.  He  has  led  300  people  to  faith 
in  Christ  and  baptized  165  during  the 
three  years  since  he  joined  the  pro¬ 
ject.  A  seminary  graduate,  he  trains 
lay  preachers.  He  even  does  construc¬ 
tion.  painting  and  wiring  of  ne\^  chur¬ 
ches.  sometimes  working  from  dawn 
until  rr  night. 

His  e.  pediatrician  Regina 

Refosc  eats  between  30  and  40  pa¬ 
tients  Oi  day  per  week  at  the  Baptist 
Outreach  Center  ia  Itaporanga.  She 
also  gives  tracts  to  patients  and  sa>'s, 
“God  has  a  plan  for  your  life." 

The  Baptist  centers  provide  not  only 
healing  for  the  sick  but  training  for 
Christian  workers.  Maria  Miguel,  20, 
is  taking  seminary  extension  courses 
taught  missionary  Margaret  Oliver 
of  Bay  City,  Texas.  “The  harvest  is  so 
great,”  Miguel  says,  “and  the  laborers 
are  few.  1  need  to  prepare  to  do  God's 
work.” 

Other  services  of  the  Baptist 
centers  include  food  distribution, 
home  repairs,  dental  work  for  the 
poor,  classes,  Bible  studies  and  social 
work 

One  slum  resident  sews  clothes  for 
her  eight  children  using  machines  at 
the  center. 

Suyene  Carvalho,  director  of  the 
Baptist  center  in.  Conceicao,  works 
with  people  who  live  in  slum  houses 
where  pigs  roam  freely  inside.  Their 
families  eat  on  the  floor,  and  uncloth¬ 
ed  children  get  parasitic  worms  while 
their  ph>'sical  and  mental  develop¬ 
ment  suffers  from  poor  nutrition.  The 
families  have  been  exploited  as 
laborers  and  receive  little  pay,  she 
says. 

“This  town  needs  to  come  to  believe 
that  love  still  exists.”  Carvalho  said. 
“We  Baptists  give  with  one  hand,  but 
we  don’t  come  to  take  back  something 
with  the  other.  We  support  with  the 
other  hand.” 

Many  of  the  people  in  14  forgotten 
counties  of  northeastern  Brazil  know 
that  now. 

Erk  Miller  write*  for  FMB. 


“Living  Water”  proves  love  still  exists 


By  Eric  .Miller 
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Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


A  new  year  is  here 


A  bright  new  year  is  stretched  out  The  only  way  to  be  sure  that  will  be  another  day;  but  if  we  are  to  be 
ahead  of  us,  and  we  must  purple  to  the  case  is  to  stay  in  close  com-  satisfied  at  the  close  of  this  year  with 
do  the  very  best  that  we  can  with  it.  munication  widi  the  Lord  as  we  live  our  handling  of  all  of  the  days  in  it,  we 
It  seems  that  at  the  end  of  an  old  from  day  to  day.  will  have  to  live  each  day  with  that 

year  we  are  always  disappointed  for  That  is  what  we  should  be  doing  all  goal  in  mind, 
some  reason  with  how  we  have  handl-  of  the  time  anyway,  new  year  or  not.  Symbolically,  the  new  year  has 
ed  it.  As  we  move  through  this  year.  New  Year’s  Day  is  just  another  day,  given  us  a  clean  slate  on  which  to 
let  us  determine  that  at  its  close  we  but  we  have  given  it  special  chart  our  lives.  Let’s  make  1989  the 
will  be  contented  with  hoHv  we  have  signiflcance  because  it  is  the  Hrst  day  best  year  po^ible. 
lived  through  it.  of  a  new  year.  Every  day  is  just 


The  real  Camelot 


but  many  of  the  leaders  are  in  one  or  called  out  to  help  us  find  our  direction 
the  other  of  the  two  camps.  again. 

But  we  have  the  Lord,  and  we  have  The  starting  place  is  missions.  That 
a  great  host  of  Southern  Baptists,  in-  is  the  reason  for  our  being.  There  is 
cludii^  those  in  the  two  camps,  who  where  the  interests  lie  of  the  ninety- 
are  willing  to  follow  him  and  get  back  nine  percent, 
to  our  work.  And  new  leaders  will  be  That  is  the  real  Camelot. 


Guest  opinion  ... 

Women  in  the  New  Testament 


Few  issues  receive  as  much  atten¬ 
tion  today  in  Christian  circles  as  that 
of  the  role  of  women  in  the  church. 
Prooftexts  may  be  found  that  seem  to 
support  enforced  silence  and  subjec¬ 
tion  of  women.  Other  prooftexts  ftUow 
for  women  to  take  a  more  active  role 
in  worship  and  ministry.  One  passage 
that  has  prompted  much  discussion  is 
I  Tim.  3:11.  One  writer  wrote  recent¬ 
ly  in  The  Baptist  Record  that  the 
passage  refers  to  the  wives  of  deacons 
rather  than  women  leaders  in  the 
church.  The  purpose  of  this  article  is 
to  analyze  the  usage  of  the  Greek 
word  gune  in  the  New  Testament. 

The  word  gune  and  its  derivatives 
are  used  and  translated  in  at  least 
three  ways  in  the  New  Testament,  The 
word  often  is  used  alone  and  general¬ 
ly  is  translated  “woman.”  This  usage 
occurs  frequently  in  the  Gospels,  as 
in  Mt.  9:20.  There  gune  describe  a 
woman  with  a  chronic  hemorrhage. 
We  only  know  that  she  was  a  woman, 
not  that  she  was  married.  The  best 
translation  of  gune  in  this  instance  is 
“woman.”  Similar  usage*ls  found  in 
Mt.  13:33;  15:22;  and  26:7.  Gune  Oc¬ 
curs  several  times  in  Acts  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  “men  and  women,”  with  no 
marital  relationship  implied.  Many 
other  usages  are  found  in  which  gune 
is  translated  best  as  “woman.” 

Gune  alsd  is  used  often  in  the  New 
Testament  to  indicate  “wife.”  Such 
usage  include  Mt.  h20;  5:31-32;  14:3; 


By  Ronald  E.  Bishop 

18:25;  Mk.  10:2;  Lu.  17:32;  and  Acts 
5:1.  In  most  of  these  instances,  the 
context  requires  a  translation  of 
“wife,”  for  a  marital  relationship  is 
implied.  One  characteristic  of  this 
usage  is  the  presence  of  a  possessive 
pronoun  or  prepositional  phrase  (his 
wife,  wife  of  Philip,  wife  of  his 
brother).  Though  not  present  in  every, 
usage  translated  “wife,”  the 
possessive  usually  suggests  that 
“wife”  is  the  best  translation.  The  con¬ 
text  demands  this  translation  in  many 
cases.  , 

Gune  also  is  used  to  indicate  what 
seems  to  have  been  a  group  of  women 
leaders  in  the  early  church.  In  two 
■passages  in  Aots,  the  word  seems  to 
suggest  a  definite  group  of  wonfen  of 
high  regard.  Acts  1:14  records  that  the 
apostles  devoted  themselves  to  prayer, 
t(^ether  with  “the  women  (KJV).”  In 
Acts  17:4,  reference  is  made  to 
“leading  women”  ol  Theskalonica  who 
believed.  In  I  Tim.  3:11,  the  derivative 
of  gune  stands  alone,  having  no 
poss^ive.  If  gunaikas  is  translated 
“their  wives,”  rrferring  to  the  deacons 
mentioned  previo^ly,  one  would  ex¬ 
pect  a  poss^ive  (uieir)  or  a  preposi¬ 
tional  phrase  (of  deacons),  neither  of 
which  is  present. 

Perhaps  the  more  natural  transla¬ 
tion  in  this  verse  is  “women”  or  “the 
women.”  The  assertion  is  correct  that 
the  word  gune  should  not  be 


translated  “deaconness.”  The  word  fw 
deaconness  is  diakonon  and  is  found 
in  Rom.  16:1.  Yet  if  gune  is  translated 
“women,”  as  in  other  instances  where 
the  possessive  is  absent,  I  Tim.  3:11 
may  refer  to  someone  other  than 
deacon’s  wives.  The  possibility  is  real 
that  the  verse  refers  to  the  wives  of 
the  deacons.  It  also  may  refer  to  a 
third  group  of  leaders,  composed  of 
women,  whose  work  complemented 
the  work  of  the  bishops  and  deacons. 

Ronald  E.  Bishop  is  pastor  of  Salem 
Church,  Collins. 


SBC  survey 
profiles 

religious  readers 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Sixty-nine 
percent  of  adult  Southern  Baptists  are 
readers  of  religious  books,  according 
to  a  sUrv^  sponsored  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board’s 
research  services  department. 

In  a  scientific  survey  of  1,072  adult 
Southern  Baptists,  34  percent  said 
tbQT  read  religious  books  sometimes; 
17  percent,  fairly  frequently;  and 18 
percent,  regularly. 

Frequent  and  regular  readers  of 
religious  books  are  more  likely  to  at- 


Baptist  beliefs  .  .  . 

The  Holy  Spirit 
and  Jesus 


By  Herschel  H.  Hobbs 


“And  Jesus  returned  in  the  power  of 
the  Spirit  into  Galilee”  —  Luke  4:14 

This  verse  suggests  the  vital  rela¬ 
tionship  between  Jesus  and  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

In  his  virgin  birth,  Jesus  was  con¬ 
ceived  the  power  of  the  Spirit  (Luke 
1:35).  TIfe  Spirit  anointed  Jesus  at  his 
baptism  and  came  upon  him  in 
fulness  of  power  (Luke  3:22;  note  that 
Jesus  never  performed  a  miracle  un¬ 
til  after  this  event).  He  led  Jesus  into 
the  wilderness  and  was  with  him 
throughout  the  wilderness  tempta¬ 
tions  (Matt.  4:1;  Luke  4:1). 

Jesus  began  and  continued  his 
ministry  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit 
(Luke  4:14).  He  based  his  messiahship 


tend  religious  services  more  than., 
once  a  week  the  survey  found.  They 
are  more  likely  to  be  involved  in  a 
church  leadership  role  and  to  engage 
in  a  daily  period  of  personal  worship. 

Regular  readers  ranked  as  major 
concerns  among  a  list  of  23  moral  or 
economic  problems  (1)  use  of  dnigs, 
(2)  abortion,  (3)  drinking  alcoholic 
beverages,  (4)  child  abuse,  (5)  high 
divorce  rate. 


upon  the  anointing  of  the  Spirit” 
(Luke  4:16-21).  He  went  to  the  cross 
“through  the  eternal  Spirit”  (Heb.' 
9:14).  He  was  rai^  from  the  dead 
through  “the  spirit  [Spirit]  of 
holiness”  (Rom.  1:4).  And  Jesus  pro¬ 
mised  that  his  work  would  continue 
through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
(Luke  24:49;  Acts  1:8).  Hepropa^tes 
the  redemption  which  the  Father  pro¬ 
posed  and  the  Son  provided. 

Hording  the  Spirit’s  teaching 
ministry,  Jesus  said,  “I  have  yet  many 
things  to  say  unto  you,  but  ye  cannot 
bear  them  now  ...  He  shall  glorify 
me:  for  he  shall  receive  of  mine,  and 
shall  shew  it  unto  you”  (John  16:12, 
14). 

The  Holy  Spirit  does  not  reveal 
himself.  This  is  the  reason  why  we 
understand  (jk>d  the  Father  and  (tod 
the  Son  better  than  we  understand 
God  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Spirit  points 
away  from  himself  to  Jesus.  Thus  we 
may  conclude  that  any  system  (rf 
religion  or  theology  which  magnifies 
the  Holy  Spirit  above  Jesus  is  not  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  (1  John  4':1).  For  “He 
shall  glorify  me”  (John  14:14)! , 

Herschel  H.  Hobbs  is  pastor 
emeritus  of  First  Church.  Oklahoma 
City.  ■' 
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FMB  to  seek  funding  relief  for  missions 


®**“**^  ^  trustee  chairman  to  that  asks  Chairman  Mark  Corts  to  ac- 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Hit  the  Nashville  to  inform  Southern  Baptist  company  President  R.  Keith  Parks 
one-two  punch  of  decreased  income  at  Convention  budget  decision-makers  of  and  Vice  President  for  Finance  Carl 
home  and  a  weaker  U.S.  dolter  the  urgency  of  its  financial  needs.  Johnson  to  the  January  meeting  of  the 
overseas,  the  Southern  Baptist  The  b^ard  unanimously  ai^;Ht)ved  a  SBC  Executive  Committee’s  program 
Foreign  Mission  Board  voted  Dec.  14  motion  by  Trustee  Paige  Patterson  and  budget  subcommittee,  when  SBC 
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agencies  will  present  their  needs  for 
the  1989-90  budget  year. 

The  subcommittee  makes  its 
recommendations  in  February  to  the 
full  Executive  Committee,  which  in 
turn  sends  the  budget  to  messengers 
to  the  cmvention’s  annual  meeting  for 
final  approval. 

Patterson  said  he  thinks  the  board 
must  make  the  Executive  Committee 
aware  of  the  “strategic  time  we’re  in 
right  now”  in  global  evangelism  and 
to  “state  particularly  the  critical 
nature  of  the  (financial)  need  at  this 
moment.” 

Earlier  in  the  meeting,  Johnson  told 
the  trustees  that  if  the  exchange  rate 
of  the  Japanese  yen  to  the  U.S.  dollar 
went  down  from  its  present  rate  of  122 
yen  to  the  dollar  to  a  rate  of  100  to  the 
dollar,  as  proposed  ty  some  economic 
advisers  to  FTesident-elect  George 


Southern  Baptist  group  forms 
for  the  ^^middle  of  the  road” 


-  DALLAS  (BP)  —  About  two  dozen 
Southern  Bafkists  from  around  the 
nation  —  saying  they  represent  the 
mainstream  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  —  met  in  Dallas  in  mid- 
December  to  form  what  they  call  a 
“centrist”  coalition. 

The  organization,  to  be  called  Bap¬ 
tists  (Committed  to  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  also  hired  a  full-time 
“coordinator,”  David  Currie  of  Paint 
Rock,  Texas,  to  “gel  the  movement 
underway  in  the  states.” 

A  news  release  issued  by  (Jurrie 
after  the  Dec.  lS-16  meeting  said  the 
group  will  “direct  its  mes^ge  toward 
the  ‘broad  center’  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  whp_are  disenchanted  with  the 
fundamentalist  takeover  of  the  con¬ 
vention  and  yet  do  not  wish  to  aban¬ 
don  the  convention  or  start  a  new 
denomination.” 

Winfred  Moore,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Amarillo,  called  the 
December  meeting  and  will  be  chair¬ 
man  of  the  group.  An  executive  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  named  later,  he  said. 

Moore,  former  first  vice  president 
of  the  SBC  and  twice  candidate  for 
president,  said:  “We  are  traditional. 


By  Dan 

mainstream,  conservative  Southern 
Baptists  who  are  deeply  ccnnmittMl  to 
this  convention  and  its  historic  prin¬ 
ciples.  These  principles,^hich  are  our 
heritage  and  l^cy,  and  which  must 
be  preserved  if  our  convention  is  to 
survive,  include  the  priesthood  of  the 
believer,  the  autonomy  of  the  local 
church,  the  separation  of  church  and 
state  and  coo^rative  missions. 

“Surely  Southern  Baptists  can  stop 
fighting  and  unite  under  these  prin¬ 
ciples  which  have  historically  defin¬ 
ed  us  as  a  group. 

“With  contributions  down,  baptisms 
down  and  unity  shattered,  enough  is 
enough.  Southern  Baptists  want  and 
deserve  a  group  to  lead  us  out  of  this 
despair,  a  group  which  is  truly  com¬ 
mitted  to  all  that  Southern  Baptists 
have  been  in  the  past  and  which  has 
a  vision  of  cooperative  mission  for  the 
future  which  includes  all  Southern 
Baptists. 

“We  support  the  restoration  of  our 
convention,  not  its  destruction.” 
Although  the  news  release  said  the 
group  formally  organized  at  the 
December  meeting,  a  group  also  call¬ 
ing  itself  Baptists  Committed  to  the 


Martin  ^ 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  sent  out 
a  mass  mailii^  to  more  than  34,000 
Southern  Baptist  churches  in  advance 
of  the  1968  annual  meeting  of  the  SBC. 

The  mailing  included  a  10-minute 
recorded  cassette  tape  from  Moore 
and  a  brochure  produced  by  Baptists 
Committed  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

The  mailing  stirred  controversy  in 
the  SBC  because  of  various  charges 
the  brochure  made  against  conser¬ 
vative  leaders. 

Paul  Pressler,  a  Houston  appeals 
court  ii^e  who  was  specifically  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  brochure,  responded  to 
Baptists  (Committed  by  noting:  “It  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  reorganization  of  the 
same  people  who  for  10  years  have 
been  resisting  a  return  to  mmicai 
theology. 

“Baptists  need  to  be  working 
together  to  promote  the  Cooperative 
Program,  evangelism  and  missions, 
not  starting  new  political  organiza¬ 
tions  that  will  be  divisive  and  counter¬ 
productive  to  the  welfare  of  the  con¬ 
vention.” 

John  Baugh,  a  Houston 
businessman  who  has  been  active  in 


Laity  For  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
coalition,  said  the  name  comes  from 
“two  things:  first.  Baptists  Commit¬ 
ted  to  the  Southern  Baptist  (Convention 
means  we  are  Baptists  committ^  to 
teing  a  part  of  the  SBC  and  assisting 
in  causing  it  to  be  what  it  should 
become  S^ond,  without  any  doubt, 
the  people  whom  I  know  in  that  group 
are  traditional,  mainstream  Southern 
Baptists.” 

Moore  toid  Baptist  Press  that 
although  he  called  the  Decemter 
meeting  and  invited  the  25  or  so  par¬ 
ticipants,  he  was  unable  to  attend 
because  of  a  schedule  conflict. 

James  Slatton,  pastor  of  River 
Road  Baptist  (Church  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  who  chaired  the  two-day  session, 
said:  “This  is  an  attempt  to  form  a 
centrist  coalition  which  stands  as  an 
alternative  between  the  political  right 
wing  on  one  hand  and  just  checking 
out  of  denominational  participation 
on  the  other. 

“We  feel  there  are  people  who  wish 
to  rally  to  that  alternative.  We  feel 
there  is  a  need  for  an  emphasis  on  the 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Bush,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
would  have  to  spend  an  additional  $1 
million  a  year  just  to  pay  for  the 
Japan  missionaries’  cost-of-living  in¬ 
creases.  Similar  cost  increases  would 
occur  in  other  countries  if  the  dollar 
weakens  further. 

While  a  weak  dollar  helps  U.S.  ex¬ 
ports,  it  hurts  those  who  depend  upon 
the  dollar  for  their  living  and  work  ex¬ 
penses  overseas,  Johnson  said. 

Thie  falling  dollar  has  hit  foreign 
missions  at  the  same  time  income  h^ 
dwindled  from  its  two  major  funding 
sources,  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  and  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  unified  budget  Johnson  said. 

Cooperative  Program*receipts  for 
October  and  November,  the  first  two 
months  of  the  the  1988-89  fiscal  year, 
are  2.45  percent  below  last  year. 

The  strong  expression  of  budget 
concern  came  during  an  otherwise 
upbeat  meeting  in  which  trustees  af¬ 
firmed  the  FMB  president,  staff  and 
missionaries  and  their  approach  to 
missions  in  a  six-point  “resolution  of 
commitment”;  approved  Hungary  as 
the  114th  country  where  Southern 
Baptist  overseas  personnel  are  sta¬ 
tioned;  appointed  31  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  ;  and  applauded  SBC  Presi¬ 
dent  Jerry  Vines  in  his  first  address 
to  the  board. 

Vines,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  said  he 
had  a  “real  special  experience”  at¬ 
tending  the  missionary  appointment 
service  Dec.  13  and  visiting  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  Learning  Center  at  Rockville, 
Va.  He  said  he  felt  he  had  come  to  the 
“very  heart  of  what  Southern  Baptists 
are  all  about  —  winning  people  to 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Approval  to  open  work  in  Hungary 
came  with  the  transfer  of  two  veteran 
missionaries  to  Spain,  Errol  and 
Mary  Simmons,  who  will  move  to 
Hungary  in  January  as  fraternal 
representatives.  He  is  from  Franklin- 
ton,  La.,  and  she  is  from  Laurel,  Miss. 
He  will  become  associate  director  of 
the  new  International  Baptist  Lay 
Academy,  scheduled  to  open  in 
Budapest  in  1990. 

The  board  also  voted  to  establish 
the  Southern  Asia  and  Pacific 
Itinerant  Mission,  whose  personnel 
will  live  much  of  the  time  out  of  suit¬ 
cases  as  they  travel  to  continue  an 
evangelistic  witness  and  ministrv  in 
limited-access  countries. 

Bob  Stanley  writes  for  the.  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 


FMB  appoints  four 


Four  persons  with  Mississippi  ties, 
incluijing  two  singles,  have  l^n  ap¬ 
points  missionaries  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board.  "They 
are  Janet  Mayhall,  EaiT  Hewitt  Jr, 
and  'Tony  and  Cindy  Ludlow. 

Miss  Mayhall,  daughter  of  retired 
missionaries,  will  live  in  Colombia 
where  she  will  be  working  with  the 
deaf. 

Since  1986  she  has  been  missions 
education  consultant/minister  for 
Deaf  Opportunity  Outreach  in 
Houston,  'flex. 

Bom  in  Ogbomosho,  Nigeria,  Miss 
Mayhall  is  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Ollie  Mayhall  of  Magee  who  were 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  West 
Africa  for  31  years. 

She  is  a  graduate  of  Clarke  College  l 
and  Delta  State  University.  And  she 
earned  a  master  of  science  degree 
from  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  and  a  master  of  arts  in 
religious  education  degree  from 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

.  She  has  been  a  mail  clerk  for  Quali¬ 


ty  Mailing  in  Fort  Worth;  a  teacher  of 
severely  brain-damaged  babi^  and 
children  for  Littlest  Angels,  Inc.,  in 
Arlington,  Ttex. ;  a  teacher  for  the  deaf 
in  Tifton,  Ga.;  3  Foreign  Mission 
Board  journeyman  in  north  Brazil; 
and  a  Baptist  Student  Union  summer 
missionary  in  Missouri. 

Hewitt  will  live  in  Ghana  where  he, 
a  ph^ician,  will  be  working  at  the 
hospital  in  Nalerigu. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Southwest 
Mississippi  Community  College,  the 
University  of  Mississippi,  and  earned 
the  doctor  of  medicine  degree  from 
the  University  of  Mississippi  Medical 
Center  in  Jackson.  Recently,  he  has 
attended  Southwestern  Seminary. 

He  has  been  a  resident  physician  at 
the  University  of  Mississippi  Medical 
Center,  a  Foreign  Mission  Board 
receptor  in  Thailand  and  a  medical 
volunteer  in  Ghana  and  Nigeria. 
Recently,  he  was  a  physician  at  Cary 
( Miss. )  Christian  Health  Center  ( Luke 
Society)  and  a  contract  physician  with 
(Continued  on  page  C) 


Committee  promotes 
Martz,  OKs  handbells 


'The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board’s  Executive  Committee  made 
several  business  decisions  during  a 
meeting  where 
they  b^an  work 
as  a  search  com¬ 
mittee  to  replace 
retiring  Executive 
Director  Earl 

In  that  meeting, 
the  committee  pro¬ 
moted  George 
Martz  to  super¬ 
visor,  building 
maintenance,  ap¬ 
proved  bid  acceptance  for  a  roofing 
job,  and  okayed  purchase  of  music 
equipment  from  budget  surplus  in  the 
(Thurch  Music  Department. 

Martz,  36,  has  worked  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Building  since  March,  1977,  as 
mechanical  repairmiln  assistant.  He 


became  interim  supervisor  in 
November  upon  the  resignation  of  his 
predecessor,  Ray  Huff.  Martz  has 
been  self  employ^  as  a  refrigeration 
contractor  and  he  served  in  the  U.S. 
Navy. 

Martz  attended  'Beheran  American 
High  School  in  Iran,  and  Hinds  Com¬ 
munity  (Allege.  He  is  a  member  of  St. 
Theresa  Catholic  (Jhurch.  He  and  his 
wife,  Lynn,  have  one  son,  Joshua,  3 
1/2. 

The  committee  approved  a  bid  of 
$22,332  from  Boyles  Roofing  and  Sheet 
Metal,  Inc.  to  replace  the  roof  at  the 
Delta  State  University  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  building. 

And  the  committee  approved  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  set  of  handbells  for  $3,000 
and  a  KIOOO  electronic  keyboard  for 
$2,640,.  both  for  field  work  of  the 
Church  Music  Department. 
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Mission  appointments  down 
still  on  target  for  goal 


ouaget' crisis  mts 
Mercer  University 


By  Eric  MUler 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  With  31  Southern  Baptists  still  are  on  target,  totaled  247  in  1968  and  climbed  to  350 
new  Southern  Baptist  foreign  mis-  he  said.  in  1978.  The  number  topped  400  fw  the 

sionaries  appointed  Dec.  13,  total  ap-  “We  are  naturally  disappointed  that  first  time  in  1982,  with  406  appoint- 
pointments  came  to  358  for  1988,  com-  appointments  in  1988  fell  telow  400  for  ments,  but  it  dropped  to  357  the  next 

pared  to  407  in  1987  —  a  12  percent  the  first  time  in  four  years,”  said  year  and  343  in  1984. 

decrease.  Harlan  Spurgeon,  vice  president  for  “Missionaries  do  not  come  for  ap- 

Despite  the  drop  in  missionary  ap-  mission  management  and  personnel,  pointment  accident,”  Tim  Brendle, 
pointments  for  the  year.  Southern  Southern  Baptists  should  not  stop  associate  vice  president  for  mis- 
Baptists  still  can  reach  their  goal  of  praying  for  the  appointment  of  new  sionary  personnel,  said. 

5  600  missi^ries  in  125  countries  by  missionaries  b^use  of  co^n-  ..jt  takes  a  deliberate  effort  on  the 

the  year  200(),  a  Soul^rn^  Baptist  tion^  “fmanaal  crunc^’  FMB^i-  „{  the  board,  on  the  part  of 

Foreign  Mission  Board  statistician  dent  Keith  Parks  said.  We  believe  southern  Baptists  in  their  praying 
..  that  the  sending  of  missioMriesii^  supporting,  ^ving  and  their  cre^tii^ 

But  It  s  going  to  te  v^.  very  genente  support,  and  we  d^perate-  thiitenvir^i^ent  in  which  those  who 
clos^  said  Jiiii  Slack,  a  mi^ionary  ly^  more  m^ionari^.”  wjiiUd  offer  themselves  for  missions 

to  toe  Phtonpin^  and  ^olar-im  TtwSou^rn  ^I^tConvention^  art  cl^rlyawarethatSoUthernBap- 

residence  at  toe  board.  Souttern  Bap-  theological/political  controversy  is  tists  are  still  a  missions  people, 
tists  might  miss  the  goal  if  the  ap-  ^metimes  discussed  among  can- 

pointment  rate  slows  much  more,  he  didates,”  Parks  said.  However,  “we  “If  that  is  called  into  questiim  at  any 
added.  don’t  have  any  indication  that  it  has  point,  then  that’s  the  most  serious 

However,  with  the  higher  percen-  had  a  measurable  impact  on  our  ap-  threat  to  the  appointment  of  mis- 
tages  of  appointmrats  gained  over  the  pointments  at  this  point.”  sionaries  that  we  would  have.” 

last  18  years,  especiaUy  the  last  eight.  Annual  missionary  appointments  Eric  Miller  writes  for  the  FMB. 


Global  leaders  try  again  for 
unified  worldwide  evaneelisi 


By  Art  Toalston  M(»iroe  (bounty  Baptists  are  holding 

SINGAPORE  (BP) —  One hundred  Another  resource  being  distributed  sions  leaders:  of  the  788  plans  ^ 

years  and  six  months  ago,  evangelical  to  consultation  participants  is  a  new  chronicled  by  Barrett  and  Reapsome,  Meadowood  Baptist  cnurcn,  ^mory. 

leaders  met  in  London  to  cooitonate  book,  “Seven  Hundred  Plans  to  534  have  passed  off  the  scene  or  are  Bruce  Leafolad, 

their  efforts  to  spread  the  Christian  Evangelize  the  World”  —  published  1^  “clearly  in  the  decaying  process.”  associate  pro- 

message  throughout  the  world  by  the  New  Hope  Press  of  the  Swthern  Bap-  The  authors  also  list  more  than  300  lessor  of  church 

year  1900.  tist  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  —  1^  reasons  why  such  plans  fail,  most  of  worship 

'They  made  speeches  but  reached  no  David  Barrett,  an  Anglican  missions  which  involve  “internal  problems  souinwest^n 

researcher,  and  James  Reapsome,  within  the  church  and  the  Christian  w  ’ 

editor  of  Evai^elical  Missions  world.”  ^ 

(Quarterly  in  Wheaton,  Ill.  Barrett  has  (toristians  cannot  blame  eternal  wOTtenop  leader, 

been  bqsed  at  the  Southern  Baptist  circumstances  for  their  failure  to  vH  p*Hy  Bowie, 

~  “  .  -  _ .  .  ^  evangelize  the  world,  Barrett  and  ^  rnmistw  of  inusic 

Reapsome  said.  1  Meadowood  and 

The  book  sounds  a  caution  to  mis-  Art  Tbalston  writes  for  the  FMB.  i-afhiaH  associational 

LeaiDiaa  music  director, 

says  that  all  ministers  of  music, 
pastors,  and  any  other  interested  per¬ 
sons  are  inyited  to  attend. 

The  workshop  begins  at  9  a.m.  and 
concludes  at  3  that  afternoon.  There 
is  no  fee.  For  details,  contact  the 
associational  office  in  Becker  at 


clear  decisions,  and  ultimately 
achieved  no  strengthening  of  world 
evangelization  efforts. 

Tb^y  world  evangelical  leaders  are 
trying  again.  A  pivotal  juncture  will  foreign  Mission  Board  in  Richmond, 
be  the  Global  Consultation  on  World  Va.,  since  1985.. 

Evangelization  by  AD  2000  and 
Beyond,  scheduled  for  Jan.  5-8  in 
Singapore. 

E^ach  of  300-plus  evangelical  leaders 
expected  to  attend  the  consultation  is 
affiliated  with  a  denomination  or 
organization  planning  to  help 
evangelize  the  world  by  the  year  2000. 

Their  plans,  however,  are  largely  in¬ 
dependent  of  each  other,  observers 
have  noted. 
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Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Jan.  8  -Witness  Commitment  Day  (EVAN  Emphasis) 

Jan.  8-15  Deacon  Emphasis  Week  (CAPM  Emphasis) 

Jan.  13-14  Parenting  By  Grace  Leadership  Training;  Baptist  Building;  3 
^  p.m.,  13th-3  p.m.,  14th  (Fam.  Min.-CT) 

No  single  group  is  sponsoring  t^ie  Jan.  13-14  Family  Enrichment  Leadership  Training;  Baptist  Building;  3 
consultation.  Its  organizers  include  pm.,  13th-3  p.m.,  14to  (Fam.  Min.-CT) 

people  affiliated  with  such  denomina¬ 
tions  as  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  and  the  Evangelical  Churches  of 
West  Africa  and  such  organizations  as 
the  Lausanne  Committee  for  World 
Evangelization,  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ,  and  World  Vision  International. 

Third  World  evangeficals  will  com¬ 
prise  more  than  half  the  participants, 
said  Thomas  Wang  of  Hong  Kong, 
chairman  of  the  consultation’s  pro¬ 
gram  planning  committee.  Wang,  a 
native  of  China,  is  international  dh^- 
tor  of  the  Lausanne  Committee. 

A  team  of  15  missiologists  has 
drafted  a  50-page  working  document 
listing  104  options  that  wilibe discuss¬ 
ed  during  the  four-day  meeting.  The 
establishment  of  an  AD  2000  Global 
Ihsk  Force,  staffed  by  representatives 
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BAPTICT  RECORD  Advisory  Committee 
elects  Natchez  pastor  chairman 

Cork,  pastor  of  Van  Winkle  (tourch, 
Jackson.  He  succeeds  Gary  Holland, 
editor  of  the  Mississippi  Press  of 
Pascagoula.  Holland  has  rotated  off  of 
the  committee. 

'The  secretary,  Evelyn  Keyes,  was 
re-elected.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Record  staff. 

The  Baptist  Record  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  is  a  six-member,  rotating  com¬ 
mittee  with  two  members  elected 
each  year  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 


IVe  accept 


Puckett 


trade-ins 


from  various  Christian  draominations  Odean  Puckett,  pastor  of  First  Convention.  In  addition  to  Holland, 


or  organizations,  is  one  such  option.  Church,  Natchez,  was  elected  chair-  Martha  (hambless  of  Oxford  rotated 
The  task  force’s  role  would  be  to  man  of  the  Baptist  Record  Advisory  off  following  the  last  convention, 
mobilize  networks  of  Christian  groups  Committee  during  the  committee’s  The  other  members  are  Bruce  .Hill, 
to  tackle  the  varied  dimensions  of  semi-annual  meeting  last  month.  He  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Holmes 
world  evangelization.  And  it  could  succeeds  Joel  Haire,  pastor  of  First  County  Herald,  Lexington;  Billy 
work  to  encourage  and  assist  Church,  Crystal  Springs,,  as  Thames,  president  of  Co-Lin  Allege, 
evangelistic  movements  on  local,  na-  chairman.  Wesson;  and  Raymond  Martin,  a 

tional,  or  continental  levels.  The  new  vice-chairman  is  Ferrell  Jackson  physician. 


Large  selection  of  new  and  used  buses  in 
stock. 

Call  tociay!  ARKANSAS  BUS  EXCHANGE 

Toll  Free  R  O.  Box  9006  —  Pine  Bluff,  AR  71611 
1-800-851-5054  501-536-7795  (in  Ark.) 
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Samford  names 
School  of  Divinity 

DTn.ATxt^.a...  Ai  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board. 

7"  Sellers  Home  offers  residential  care 

dmmty  school  at  Samford  Universi-  in  a  family  environment  for  pregnant 
ty  tms  b^n  named  the  Beeson  School  unmarried  women.  Mothers-to-be 
of  Divimty,  to  hoiwr  benefactor  Raji^  i-g^.eiye  professional  prenatal  and 
Waldo  Beeson  of  Birmingham,  and  in  postnatal  care  as  well  as  delivery  ser- 
memory  of  his  late  father,  John  vices.  Residents  have  access  to  pro- 
W^ley  B^on.  "  fessional  counselors,  child-care 

Samf^  trustees  approved  the  new  classes,  and  resources  for  completing 
name  Dec.  6,  rwognizing  Ralph  their  educations. 

Be^on  s  contributions  to  the  Calls  about  adoption  should  be 
Alabama  Baptist  school.  directed  to  the  home’s  regular 

Beeson,  88,  was  announced  as  the  telephone  number  so  that  the  toll-free 
anoiQiTious  donor  who  last  spring  pro-  number  may  be  left  open  for  women 
vided  for  the  divinity  school  and  the  in  crisis,  Kuhnle  said 
university  the  largest  gift  in  Samford 
history.  TTie  amount  of  the  gift  was  not  * 
announced. 

While  Samford  is  a  Baptist  institu-  i  i  i  ~ 

tion,  the  Beeson  School  of  Divinity  is  C»ODDS  taK6S 
interdenominational. 

The  divinity  school,  which  opened  IlCW  aSSlfflllTlCnt 

this  fall  with  a  nlacc  r\f  ^  rtffArc  o  mii-.  ^ 


- J  this  fall  With  a  Class  Of  32,  offere  a  cur-  - ^ - 

jjj  X,  .xxL.j.  riculum  leading  to  the  Master  of 

As  the  year  ended,  so  does  a  chapter  years  ago  the  church  entered  into  a  Divinity  degree  the  standard  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Louis  R. 
in  the  life  of  First  Church,  Vancleave,  “Together  We  Build’’  program  graduate-theological  degree  in  Cobbs,  who  has  directed  the  process- 
and  as  the  new  y^r  begins,  so  begins  through  which  the  people  have  given  ministry.  'ng  of  about  6,000  Southern  Baptists 

a  new  year  for  this  87-year-old  church,  over  $250,000.00.  Last  June  7,  a  The  program  is  open  to  people  of  all  lor  overseas  missionary  service  in  the 
Sunday,  Dec.  11,  marked  the  end  of  Sacrifice  Sunday  Offering  was  taken,  Christian  denomin^ons  Enrollment  P^st  20  years,  will  take  on  a  new  role 
worship  services  m  the  sanctuary  that  in  addition  to  the  TWB  offering.  On  ultimatelv  is  exnected  to  annroarh  at  the  convention’s  Foreign  Mission 
was  constructed  almost  40  years  ago,  that  Sunday,  with  216  in  Sunday  igo  Samford  offi^ls  said  Board  in  January, 

and  Sunday,  Dec.  18,  marked  the  Sc^l,  over  $30,000.00  was  given  to  the  ’  He  will  become  special  assistant  to 

beginning  of  services  in  the  new  building  program.  _  i  n  i  executive  vice  president,  assum- 

600-seat  sanctuary.  The  new  c(Histruc-  Vic  Johnson  has  served  as  building  10X38  clcCt  ScIUdIc  ‘"8  liaison  responsibilities  with 
tion  also  involves  an  administration  program  steering  committee  chair-  ^  Southern  Baptist  seminaries  and  the 

and  education  building  housing  staff  man  and  Don  Rawls  as  co-chairman.  r«AiiAc/oD.  i  ..  o  .  coordinating  committee  of  the  Inter¬ 
offices,  choir  suite,  and  ten  Keith  Cowart  is  the  construction  sub-  BP) —James  H.^mple  Agency  Council,  through  which  the  20 

classrooms.  committee  chairman.  Architects  are  elMted  director  agencies  and  brards  of  the  Southern 

Randy  Davis,  pastor,  noted  that  Cowart  and  Cowart  of  New  Orleans,  of  “e  Ttoms  Baptist  State  Missions  Baptist  Convention  relate.  He  also  will 
although  the  construction  took  only  Dennis  Cowart  of  this  firm  grew  up  in  Commission  and  a  new  Baptist  prepare  documents  concerning  the 
about  12  months,  this  move  is  the  First  Church,  Vancleave.  Bimding  was  dMicatea  board’s  whole  personnel  selection  pro¬ 
culmination  of  years  of  long  range  A  dedication  service  for  the  new  .®’  Baptist  eggs,  which  has  tecome  a  model 

planning,  praying,  and  giving.  “In  the  building  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  Jan.  since  1963,  will  sue-  studied  by  other  missionary-sending 

last  two  years  alone,  we  have  seen  8,  at  3  p.m.  The  public  is  invited.  Ser-  9^  Cowrie,  wm  has  resigned  to  agencies. 

over  150  people  come  to  know  the  Lord  vices  will  be  held  Mon-Thurs.  nights  become  «ecutiw  director  of  the  Tten-  Cobbs,  director  of  the  personnel 
and  he  has  blessed  financially  in  such  at  7  p.m.,  Jan.  9-12,  with  guest  n^sw  ^ptist  Cimvention.  As  com-  selection  department  since  1968,  cited 
a  great  way,”  he  said.  Two  and  a  half  speakers  and  musicians  each  night.  *oission  director,  he  will  oversee  the  personal  health  problems  in  asking  to 

work  of  the  convention’s  evangelism  ^  relieved  of  the  administrative 
,  1  •  /*  m^ioiK,  church  services  and  Sunday  responsibilities  related  to  his  person- 

Disaster  relief  conferees  "TS„^S.yh„u^theomc^ 

^  the  BGCT  Executive  Board^ff,  new  assignment  and  feels  it  is  “a 

'1'^  0^/4  cso-|-r»  rr  place  where  I  can  serve  effectively.” 

Hi  ffCCL  lO  9.0.0.  miSSm.^  X\  BapU^  Men  and  the  Baptist  church  Until  his  successor  is  named,  Wen- 
^  "  Loan  Corporation.  dy  Norvelle,  associate  director  of  the 

By  Steve  Barber  LutheranS  CUt  department,  will  act  as  director. 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP) —Southern  disaster  crew  —  spent  a  great  deal  of 
Baptist  disaster  relief  workers  from  time  with  the  victims  when  they  were  miSSlOnariCS 
throughout  the  country  received  not  translating.  “These  translators 

praise  for  their  program  of  disaster  became  advocates  for  the  victims  as  CHICAGO,  ILL.  (EP)  —  Officials  of 
response,  relief  and  recovery  but  were  well  as  instruments  of  communica-  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
urged  to  “add  the  inissing  ‘R’ ”  —  tion  and  reconciliation,”  he  explained.  America  dELCA)  believe  they’ll  have 
reconciliation  —  dimi^  a  Dec.  8-10  The  weekend  conference  was  to  reduce  me  number  of  overseas  mis- 
conference  here.  Mississippi  took  a  replete  with  testimonies  of  how  deeds  sionaries  the  church  supports  because 
dozen  of  its  task  force  members  for  of  disaster  relief  volunteers  served  as  of  budget  restrains.  The  ELCA,  form- 
the  training  which  included  Red  Ooss  a  basis  for  witnessing  and  a  vehicle  ed  by  a  merger  of  three  Lutheran 
certification  in  mass  feedii^.  for  conversion  to  faith  in  CWlst.  Church  b^ies,  had  to  cut  25  mis- 

John  LaNoue,  associate  director  of  At  times,  the  mere  example  of  sionaries  from  itsfoverseas  staff  to 
Brotherhood  for  the  Baptist  General  workers  was  enough,  as  in  San  Fer-  make'  the  1988  budset  balance,  and 


Court  dismisses 
lawsuit  alleging 
clergy  malpractice 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  (EP)  -  The 
first  “clergy  malpractice”  lawsuit 
ever  brought  in  the  United  States  has 
been  dismissed  by  the  Califm’nia 
Supreme  Court,  which  ruled  that 
neither  the  clergy  nor  others  unlicens¬ 
ed  as  counselors  or  therapists  can  be 
held  legally  liable  for  the  quality  of 
the  advice  they  counsel. 

The  rUting  comes  after  eight  years 

tirns  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ.  was' taking  place.  The  following  Sun-  toll-frce  pilOnC.  litigation  by  the  parents  of  Kenneth 

“It’s  easy  to  become  task-oriented  day,  however,  the  small  local  Baptist  ,  ^  ’  Nally,  who  killed  himself  with  a 

at  a  disaster  site  and  forget  the  main  church  was  jammed,  and  35  adults  matemitV  Calis  shotgun  in  1979,  at  age  24.  For  four 

reason  we  are  there,”  LaNoue  said,  received  Chiist  as  savior.  years  before  he  took  his  own  life,  Nal- 

adding  that  disaster  relief  volunteers  When  asked  to  give  a  testimony,  NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Sellers  ly  had  been  counseled  by  pastors  at 

should  receive  training  as  “advocate  each  one  referreiT  to  the  disaster  Baptist  Home  and  Adoption  Center  Ihe  Grace  Community  Church  of  the 
counselors”  to  serve  as  witness,  team.* One  said,  “It  was  the  lives  of  here  has  installed  a  toll-free  telephone  Valley,  an  evangelical  church  in 
“sharer,”  and  advocate  for  individual  these  men  who  lived  among  us  and  line  to  handle  crisis  pregnancy  and  suburban  Los  Angeles, 
victims.  helped  us  that  made  us  want  to  know  maternity  inquiries,  (800)  552-9243.  Nally’s  parents  sued  the  church. 

The  idea  for  these  counselors  came  the  God  that  they  know.”  Mary  Dan  Kuhnle,  director  of  the  arguing  that  the  pastors  should 

to  LaNoue  from  on-site  experienoe  As  Southern  Baptist  (^saster  relief  Southern  Baptist  home  for  unwed  held  liable  for  failure  to  a(ivise  the 

a  general  rule,  far  more  people  were  response  by  volunteers  is  coordinated  mothers,  sai<i  trained  social  workers 

being  converted  to  faith  in  Christ  dur-  by  the  convention’^  Brotherhood  Cfom-  willbeavailablefrom8.30a.m.to4;30 
ing  cusaster  relief  efforts  in  foreign  mission  in  conjunction  with  state  p  m.  Central  Standard  Time.  Callers 


son  that  he  could  still  go  to  hraven  if 
he  committed  suici^  and  said  that 
the  church%  emphasis  on  sin  arid  guilt 
increased  their  son’s  depression. 
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Study 
clinics  coming 

Nolan  B.  Howington,  retired,  cur¬ 
riculum  consultant  in  Church  'IVain- 
ing  Department,  Sunday  School 
Board,  will  be  the 
leader  for  a  series 
of  Baptist  Doctrine 
Study  clinics  the 
week  of  Jan. 
20-Feb.  3.  These 
meetings  are  be¬ 
ing  hosted  by 
Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Colleges  and 
the  Delta  State 
BSU. 

Howington  The  studies  are 
open  to  pastors  and  lay  persons  who 
will  be  leading  in  the  study  of  the  1989 
doctrine  study.  Doctrines  Baptist 
Believe  during  the  spring.  Meetings 
will  be  held  from  9  a.m.  to  12  noon 
each  day,  followed  by  lunch. 

The  schedule  for  the  week  is  as 
follows ; 

Monday,  Jan.  30  -  William  Carey 
College;  'Diesday,  Jan.  31  -  Mississip¬ 
pi  College;  Wednesday,  Feb.  1  -  Clarke 
College;  Thursday,  Feb.  2  -  Blue 
Mountain  College;  Friday.  Feb.  3  — 
Delta  State  BSU. 

Howington  served  as  an  advisor  and 
consultant  on  publication  content 
dealing  with  assigned  curriculum  in 
the  Church  Training  Department. 

This  series  of  Baptist  Doctrine 
Study  clinics  is  sponsored  by  the 
Church  Training  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Musicians  hear 
plans  for  ’90-95 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  An emphasis 
on  worship,  the  jubilee  celebration  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board’s  church  music  department 
ind  publication  of  a  new  hymnal  were 
subjects  for  discussion  during  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  Southern  Baptist 
church  music  leaders  at  the  Sunday 
School  Board  Nov.  29-Dec.  2. 

Praising  II.  a  celebration  of  the 
church  music  department’s  50th  an¬ 
niversary  and  the  Sunday  School 
Board’s  100th  anniversary,  will 
showcase  the  new  “Baptist  Hymnal” 
now  being  developed,  leaders  an¬ 
nounced.  State  lea(iers  were  told  the 
March  11-14,  1991.  event  will  feature 
evening  concerts  at  Nashville's  Grand 
Ole  Opry  House,  with  daytime  con¬ 
certs  in  churches  throughout  the 
Nashville  area 

Unsolicited  hymn  texts  and  tunes 
continue  to  be  received  for 
consideration. 

Fred  Kelly,  Musicians  on  Mission 
coordinator  in  the  church  music 
department,  said  volunteers  still  are 
ne^ed  to  work  in  churches  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  1989  workshops  in 
the  Washington  area,  April  13-15,  and 
in  Denver.  Sept.  28-30. 


Confused  About  Lifs  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  Insurance 
(or  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  60,  non-smoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
6:30am  to  4:30pm  ET  Mon.-Frl. 
Toll  Free  1  •800-367-5492 


Doctrine 
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Devotwn^ 

Remember 


Soviet  Union  grants  fmb  appoints  4 
permit  for  more  Bibles 


Burton 


Kelly 


By  Earl  Kelly 

Remember  your  Creator  in  the  days  of  your  youth,  before  the  days  of  trou¬ 
ble  come  and  the  years  approach  when  you  will  say,  “I  find  no  pleasure  in 
them”  (Ecc.  12:1). 

Each  of  us  creates  his  own  past.  It  is  when  we  are  in  our  youth  that  day 
by  day  we  create  the  memories  that  will  bless  or  burn  in  the  “days  of  trou¬ 
ble”  that  are  sure  to  come.  King  Solomon  reminds  us  that  present  activities 
,  are  the  stuff  of  which  memories  are  made. 

Unless  we  remember  our  Creator,  the  germ  of  evil  that 
always  lurks  in  the  shadows  of  our  minds  will  become  our 
God.  Tb  remember  the  Creator  is  to  crush  evil  before  evil 
crushes  us.  Loren  Fischer  in  Highway  to  Dynamic  Living 
says: 

The  steam  of  behavior  is  only  visible  proof  that 
the  fire  of  thought  is  boiling  the  water  of  emo¬ 
tion.  A  heavy  lid  may  curb  the  steam  of  action, 
but  unless  we  curb  the  fire  of  thinking,  the 
heaviest  lid  will  blow  high.  Obviously  we  lose 
spiritual  battles,  not  by  failing  to  restrain  our 
actions  with  heavier  lids;  we  are  defeated 
because  we  do  not  change  the  flames  of  our 
thoughts  that  boil  the  waters  of  emotion. 

A  classic  illustration  of  that  truth  is  to  be  found  in  the  way  Joseph  handled 
the  solicitation  of  Potiphar’s  wife.  No  other  person  need  have  known,  but 
Joseph  remembered  his  Creator  and  he  fled.  By  remembering,  Joseph  met 
the  day  of  trouble  without  regret. 

On  the  other  hand  Peter  forgot  to  remember  and  denied  Jesus.  Later  the 
eyes  of  Jesus  met  his  eyes  and  the  gospel  writer  says,  “And  Peter  remembered 
the  words  of  Jesus  .  .  .  and  he  went  out,  and  wept  bitterly”  (Matt.  26:75).  At 
that  moment  he  found  no  pleasure  in  his  former  actions. 

Jesus  informed  us  that  memory  remains  alive  after  death.  In  the  story  of 
the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  Abraham  says  to  the  rich  man  in  Hades,  “Son, 
remember”  (Lk.  16:25).  Could  it  be  that  part  of  his  torment  was  remember¬ 
ing  that  he  had  forgotten  to  remember? 

Let  us  bathe  every  thought  and  action  in  1989  with  the  memory  of  our 
Creator.  In  doing  so,  we  have  the  opportunity  to  build  memories  that  will  bring 
pleasure  in  the  coming  days  of  trouble.  Anne  Aldrich  describes  the  memory 
of  those  who  forget  to  remember  when  she  wrote: 

I  made  the  cross  myself,  whose  weight 
was  later  laid  on  me. 

This^thought  is  torture  as  I  toil 
up  life’s  steep  Calvary. 

To  think  mine  own  hands  drove  the  nails! 

I  sang  a  merry  song. 

And  chose  the  heaviest  wood  I  had 
to  build  it  firm  and  strong. 

If  I  had  guessed  —  if  I  had  dreamed 
its  weight  was  meant  for  me 

I  should  have  made  a  lighter  cross 
to  bear  up  Calvary! 

Remember  to  remember! 

Earl  Kelly  is  executive  director-treasurer,  MBCB. 


MEMPHIS,-  Tenn.  (BP)  -  The 
Soviet  Union  has  granted  a  permit  to 
the  All-Union  Council  of  Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists  to  import  an  ad¬ 
ditional  100,000  Bibles,  according  to 
Alexei  Bichkov,  the  council’s  general 
secretary. 

The  permit  follows  a  campaign  last 
year  by  the  United  Bible  Societies  and 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  which  sent 
100,000  Russian-language  Bibles  prior 
to  the  celebration  of  the  1,000th  an¬ 
niversary  of  Christianity  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  The  project  was  endorsed  and 
promoted  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Brotherhood  Commission  of  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tfenn. 

Soviet  Baptists  initiated  th^j;>ermit 
request  and  received  it  without  much 
trouble,  said  BWA  General  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Denton  Lotz. 

“For  years,  Baptists  in  the  Soviet 
Union  have  bwn  trjdng  to  get  Bibles,” 
said  Lotz,  who  credits  this  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  Mik^il  (Jorbachev’s  program  of 
glasnost  And  perestroika.  “The  aim  of 
Soviet  Baptists  is  for  every  Baptist  to 
have  a  Bible.” 


“We  don’t  have  to  smuggle  these 
Bibles  into  the  Soviet  Union,”  said 
Brotherhood  Commission  President 
James  H.  Smith.  “We  went  in  the  front 
door.  This  has  been  done  legally  and 
above  the  table.” 

In  1987,  Smith  issued  a  challenge  at 
a  BWA  meeting  in  Amman,  Jordan,  to 
Baptist  men  of  the  world  to  raise 
$250,000,  or  half  of  the  money  peeded 
to  purchase  the  Bibles,  which  cost  $5 
each.  More  than  $100,000  came  from 
Southern  Baptists.  No  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Cooperalive  Program  unified 
budget  funds  were  used  in  the  effort. 

Lotz  and  other  BWA  leaders  credit 
the  Brotherhood  Commission’s  in¬ 
volvement  with  the  first  campaign’s 
success. 

Because  the  Soviet  Union  is 
ethnically  diverse,  the  next  shipment 
will  include  Bibles  in  (Jerman,  Esto¬ 
nian,  and  other  languages.  Soviet 
Baptist  leaders  estinuite  that  each  Bi¬ 
ble  will  be  read  by  eight  to  10  people. 

Jim  Burton  writes  for  the 
Brotherhood  Commission. 


(Continued  from  page  3) 

the  Mississippi  State  Board  of  health. 

Bom  in  McComb,  Hewitt  is  the  son 
of  the  Benton  E.  Hewitts  of  Summit. 
He  grew  up  in  Summit. 

Tony  and  Cindy  Ludlow  will  live  in 
Japan  where  he  will  start  and  develop 
churches. 

Since  1985  he  has  been  pastor  of 
Hickory  Grovfe  Church  in  Coldwater. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Memphis  State 
University  and  earned  the  master  of 
divinity  degree  from  Mid-America 
Seminary.  He  served  in  the  U.S. 
Marines  pnd  has  been  associate 
minister  at  Leawood  Church, 
Memphis. 

Mrs.  Ludlow  earned  an  associate  of 
arts  degree  from  the  University  of 
Tennessee  at  Martin.  She  has  been  an 
insurance  applications  field  in¬ 
vestigator  in  Memphis.  Currently,  she 
is  a  homemaker. 

The  Ludlows  have  three  children: 
Matthew  Clayton,  born  in  1981; 
Melissa  Jean,  1984;  and  Nathan  Wells, 
1988. 

All  of  these  appointees  will  attend 
a  seven-week  orientation  in  Virginia 
beginning  in  March. 


Satanic  crime  on  the  rise, 
say  police,  occult  experts 


MINNEAPOLIS,  Minn.  (EP)  - 
Satanic  activity  and  related  crimes 
are  on  the  increase  nationwide,  ac¬ 
cording  to  police  and  experts  on  the 
occult.  Police  around  the  country  are 
also  beginning  to  connect  many 
crimes  to  a  satanic  influence  as  they 
learn  to  recognize  certain  signs  and 
symbols  found  at  the  scene  of  many 
crimes.  Such  signs  and  symbols  have 
gone  largely  unmentioned  until  recent 
years.  -y 

“Satanism  is  a  problem,  it  is  grow¬ 
ing,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  a  pro¬ 
blem,’’  says  Sergeant  Jon  Hinchliff, 
head  of  a  special  investigative  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Minneapolis  police, 
specializing  in  satanism.  Hinchliff 
adds  that  “there  is  a  driving  force  to 
get  p^ple  to  go  outside  of  traditional 
religions.’’  Hinchliff,  who  has  had 
contact  with  organizations  and  ex¬ 


perts  around  the  country  which 
specialize  in  satanism,  says  he  has 
found  that  “it  is  occurring  in  every 
state  in  this  country  including  Hawaii 
and  Alaska.’’  Many  municipal  law  en¬ 
forcement  agencies  have  added 
special  investigative  departments 
devoted  specifically  tp  satanic  crime. 

People  involved  witti  satanism  are 
looking  for  a  way  to  take  control  of 
their  lives,  according  to  Ted 
Schwartz,  author  of  a  book  titled 
Satanism. 

Schwartz  says  it  is  this  desire  for 
control  that  satanists  have  in  common 
with  those  involved  with  the  New  Age 
Movement. 

“The  motivation  is  the  same,"  ex¬ 
plains  Schwartz.  “To  play  god, 
god  —  something  where  the  in¬ 
dividual  is  seeking  this  kind  of  con¬ 
trol.” 


Tomy  Lea 
to  lead  study 
at  Raymond 

Tommy  Lea  will  lead  the  annual 
January  Bible  Study  for  Raymond 
Baptist  Church;  Jan.  8-11.  Study  ses-  * 

asions  will  be  held 
during  each  of  the 
three  worship  ser¬ 
vices  on  Sunday: 
8:45  and  11  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.,  and 
Monday  thru 
Wednesday  even¬ 
ings  from  7-8:30. 

Lea  is  a  native  of 
Columbus.  He 


Lea ' 


serves  as  an 
associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  New  Tsstament  and  Greek 
at  Southwestern  Seminary.  Dr.  Lea  is 
the  author  of  a  number  of  works  in¬ 
cluding  Survival  Kit  3. 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves  and  neglecting  to  put  forward  the^n-  The  article  about  the  retirement  of  fan  was  “THE  OLD  TIME 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved  ly  name  that  can  be  Head  of  qw  con-  Dr.  Elarl  Kelly  was  very  impressive.  RELIGK^  —  MAKEIS  THE  BAP- 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not  vention,  and  that’s  Jesus.  ’  Werealizeheisa  manof  G^whohas-- TISTSUQI^TIffi  METTHODISTS.”  It 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed  Everett  Childers  Served  him  well.  was  a  good  evening  df  preaching  and 

letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld.  Oxford  He  also  has  two  fine  children,  a  son  singing!* 

The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor.  ®  daughter,  not  mentioned  in  the  Well,  we  Methodist  Gobers  love 

Perhaps  it  is  difficult  to  keep  article.  I  know  Dana  and  his  wonder-  these  Baptist  Kellys  in  a  special  way. 

U  *  9  Baptist  Convention  is  to  lift  up  the  everything  in  perspective  and  ful  wife,  Lisa,  as  well  as  his  two  They  have  endear^  themselves  to  us 

W  nai  aDOUt  my  name.  name  of  Jesus.  My  role  is  to  preach  remember  ail  of  the  details,  but  the  precious  grandchildren.  “Dana”  as  loving  neighbors. 

the  Bible,  it  is  God’s  Word.  My  role  is  theme  of  the  BAPTIST  RECORD  Qaire  and  Larken.  We  have  watched  May  we  all  s^  to  serve  Christ  by 
^Q'tor:  to  lead  our  people  in  evangelism  and  through  all  of  this  has  been  that  all  this  Cliristian  family  as  they  have  liv-  loving  and  helping  all  his  children 

I  hope  that  I  am  the  first  one  this  missions.  .  Southern  Baptists  are  conservatives  ed  across  the  street  from  us.  whatever  denomination,  race  or 

year  to  dwlare,  “I  am  praying  about  Can  you  describe  your  role?  Is  it  to  and  99  percent  of  Southern  Baptists  I  know,  first  hand,  that  they  will  creed, 

my  name.”  In  the  past  few  years,  prior  continually  pour  gas  on  the  fire  of  con-  are  not  involved  in  the  controversy.  We  carry  on  the  Kelly  name  in  a  way  that  Dot  Gober 

to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  troversv?  Is  it  to  write  article  after  ar-  have  lamented  that  to  speak  of  the  will  make  Dr.  Kelly  as  proud  as  any  Jackson 

men  of  importance  nave  publicly  an-  tide  labelling  some  ‘^conservatives”  controversy  demands  some  way  of  of  his  other  accomplishments.  Sure- 

nounced  they  are  praying  about  or  others  “moderates”?  telling  which  of  the  edges  of  Southern  ly,  the  Lord  is  already  pleased  with  Thank  you.  Actually,  there  are  three 

whether  or  not  to  allow  their  names  I  thought  we  were  all  Southern  Bap-  Baptist  life  is  which,  and  not  to  speak  them  as  his  modem  disciples.  children.  The  other  two  are  another 

to  go  forward  for  an  office.  The  tists.  I  never  dreamed  I  would  live  to  of  the  controversy  te  like  putting  one's  My  husbana.  Bill  Gober,  is  a  United  son,  Brian,  and  the  daughter,  Kaye.  — 

thought  occured  to  me  that  I,  too,  have  see  the  day  that  I  would  have  to  ex-  head  in  the  sand.  That  is  not  the  role  Methodist  minister  who  has  eung  at  Editor 

a  name.  Maybe  I  should  give  some  plalh  what  kind  of  Southern  Baptist  I  of  a  newspaper  under  any  cir-  First  Baptist  many  times.  On  one  _ 

thou^t  and  prayer  to  what  role  I  am.  I  thought  Southern  Baptists  were  cumstances.  —  Editor  such  occasion  fans  were  printed  and 

could  play  in  the  convention.  ‘  those  people  who  believed  the  Bible,  handed  to  the  congregation.  On  the  “Cooperation  is  essential,  and  it  is 

Admittedly,  Everett  Childress  is  not  salvation  in  Christ  alone,  missions.  Friends  of  the  Kellvs  pictures  of  Dr.  Frank  clear  that  churches  that  work 

a  “household”  name  but  somebody  arid  evangelism.  Common  sense  *  »  Pollard,  Lairy  Black,  my  husband,  together  are  able  to  accomplish  more 

out  there  knows  me  I  have  come  to  a  would  dictate  that  if  you  do  not  believe  Editor:  '  and  David  McIntosh,  Who,  at  the  time,  than  churches  that  work  alone.  An 

conclusion  about  my  name.  At  this  in  these  then  you  aren’t  a  Southern  Being  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  was  the  pastor  of  Christ  United  isolate!  independent  church  may  take 

time  I  am  not  going  to  allow  my  name  Baptist.  Medical  Center  while  my  mother  is  Methodist  Church.  It  is  dated  Sunday,  a  neighborhood  for  Christ,  but  only  a 

to  go  forward  for  a  convention  office.  What’s  the  problem  here?  The  pro-  recovering  from  a  stroke  has  given  August  26, 1979.  Our  fan  is  framed  and  community  of  related  independent 

So  what  is  my  role?  My  role  as  a  blem  lies  in  a  name  Perhaps  we  have  me  the  opportunity  to  read  your  fine  hangs  in  our  study.  churdies  can  take  a  city  for  Christ.” 

God-called  preacher  in  the  Southern  been  guilty  of  promoting  our  name  BAPTIST  RECORD.  The  theme  that  was  printed  on  the  —  Albert  McClellan 
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Book 

> 

reviews 


SPIRITUAL  NUGGETS:  Ryburn  T. 
Stancil;  Vantage  Press;  316  W.  34th 
St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001;  hardcover, 
118.95. 

Rybum  T.  Stancil  lives  in  retire¬ 
ment  in  Brookhaven,  Miss.  He  is  a 
North  Carolina  high  school  graduate 
and  a  graduate  of  Wake  Forest 
University  in  North  Carolina.  His 
seminary  education  was  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  Tbxas.  He  has  been  a  pastor  in 
North  Carolina  and  has  taught  at 
Bluefield  College  in  Bluefield,  Va.  He 
has  spent  more  than  40  years  writing 
for  religious  and  secular  publications. 

This  is  a  book  of  devotions  with  one 
for  each  day  of  the  year.  Each  is  about 
one  page  in  length.  Many  of  the  devo- , 
tionals  have  appeared  in  the  Terry* 
Highlight  of  Tei^,  Miss.,  and  in  the 
weekly  paper  at  Boone,  N.C.  Each 
devotional  is  about  one  page  in  length. 
There  is  one  for  Feb.  29. 


Crosses  at  Anchor  Church 
join  ones  at  1,465  sites 


Braswell.  George  W.  Jr.  UNDER¬ 
STANDING  SECTARIAN  GROUPS 
IN  AMERICA.  Nashville:  Broadman, 
1986. 

The  book  addresses  a  subject  of 
concern  to  most  Christians.  How  do 
you  deal  with  the  many  sectarian 
groups?  What  do  they  believe?  How 
should  a  Christian  deal  with  them? 
Many  of  our  people  work  with  these 
people,  Attend  community  functions 
with  them,  and  even  be  related  to 
them.  How  do  you  ddiil  with  them? 

The  book  is  divided  into  nine 
chapters.  Each  chapter  deals  with  a 
different  group.  The  author  does  a 
good  job  of  presenting  the  origin  of 
each  group  and  singling  out  the  main 
doctrinal  differences  between  these 
groups  and  Christians.  He  closes  each 
chapter  with  ^ggestions  for  Chris¬ 
tians  in  dealit^  with  these  groups. 

The  author  discusses  the  Mormons, 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  The  Unification 
Church,  The  Way  International,  The 
Occult,  Hinduism,  Buddhism,  Islam, 
Seventh  Day  Adventist  and  more.  The 
book  would  be  an  excellent  resource 
for  clergy  and  layman  alike. 

Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts,  Pastor, 
Providence  Baptist  Church, 
Meadville. 

Auchmuty.  James  A.  Jr. 

V  BROTHERS  OF  THE  BIBLE.  Broad¬ 
man:  Nashville,  1985. 

As  the  title  suggests,  the  book  is 
largely  a  book  of  sermons  on  various 
brothers  of<tne  Bible.  If  a  pastor  is 
looking  for  material  for  a  sermon 
series,  he  might  find  it  here.  — 
Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts,  Pastor,  Pro¬ 
vidence  Church,  Meadville. 

RUSCHLIKON,  Switzerland  —  Two 
new  books  have  been  written  by 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  teacha^ 
at  the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
in  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland.  Elarl  Mar¬ 
tin,  director  of  the  seminary’s  In¬ 
stitute  for  Mission  and  Evangelism, 
wrote  Passport  to  Servanthood,  about 
T.  B.  Maston,  the  Southern  Baptist 
pioneer  in  Christian  ethics. 

The  other  book,  Balthasar  Hub- 
maier,  focuses  on  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Anabaptist  movement  of  the 
16th  century.  Wayne  Pipkin,  professor 
of  church  history,  co-authored  the 
book  on  Hubmaier  with  John  H. 
Yoder,  a  Mennonite  who  te^hes 
theology  at  the  University  of  mtre 
Dame,  South  Bend,  Ind. 


Out  front  of  Anchor  Baptist  Church 
in  Lafayette  County  is  a  scene  that  is 
duplicated  at  1,465  other  sites  in  18 
states  and  in  the  Philippines  and  Zam¬ 
bia.  That  scene  is  of  three  crosses, 
representing  the  cross  of  Jesus  and 
the  two  thieves  crucified  with  him. 

The  crosses  are  being  placed  by  an 
evangelist  named  Bernard  L.  Coffin- 
daffer  of  Craigsville,  W.  Va.,  who  told 
the  Baptist  Record  that  he  has  spent 
$2.4  million  since  September  of  19B4  so 
far  in  placing  them. 


The  idea,  says  Coffindaffer,  are  to 
remind  people  “that  Jesus  was 
crucified  mi  a  Cross  at  Calvary  for  our 
sins,  and  he  will  soon  come  again.”  He 
adds,  “This  is  the  sole  reason  for  our 
work.” 

Says  Anchor  Church  Pastor  Gerald 
Shook,  “Anchw  Baptist  Church  is 
sharing  in  that  vision  and  ministr>'. 
Knowing  this  to  be  God’s  vision  and 
witness,  we  feel  humbfed  to  be  asked 
to  reflect  this  testimony  of  God  in  our 
area.” 


Powerline 

for 

teens 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  RADIO-TV  COMMISSION  /  FORT  WORTH,  TX  76150 


“My  parents 
are  old  - 
fashioned” 


Question: 

My  parents  are  very  strict  and 
old-fashioned.  Almost  everything 
I  want  to  do  with  my  friends  is 
tahoo.  They  are  always  afraid  I 
will  get  into  trouMe.  In  fact,  the  on¬ 
ly  acceptable  activity  seems  to  be 
attending  church.  Why  can’t  they 
understand  that  I  want  to  take  part 
in  school  activities  and  do  what 
everyone  else  is  doing?  I  don’t  like 
to  be  different  —  and  I  don’t  think 
I  like  God  very  much  if  he  never 
wants  me  to  have  any  fun. 

Answer: 

First  of  all,  let  us  tell  you  that 
you  are  giving  God  a  bum  rap.  He 
never  intended  for  your  faith  to  be 
a  chore  —  in  fact,  worship  that  is 
grudging  is  no  worship  at  all.  Chris¬ 
tianity  IS  not  a  list  of  ‘tio’s  and 
dmi’ts,”  with  the  “don’ts”  list  out¬ 
weighing  the  ‘Ido’s.”  It  is  a  lifestyle 
with  joy  being  one  of  ifk  chief  com¬ 
ponents.  Any  serious  student  of  the 


Bible  can  tell  you  that  God’s 
“don’t ’s”  are  always  for  the  benefit 
of  humankind  —  to  keep  us  from 
harming  ourselves  or  othMs. 

Communication  with  your 
parents  is  vital.  If  your  past  com¬ 
munication  has  oidy  b^n  in  the 
form  of  asking  permission  and  be¬ 
ing  told  “no,”  this  may  take  some 
ddng.  Start  out  on  a  small  scale  by 
sharing  some  of  your  everyday  ac¬ 
tivities  with  them  and  showing 
some  interest  in  their  daily  lives  as 
well.  Give  them  an  opportunity  to 
know  your  friends  and  their, 
parents  also,  if  possible.  Ihlk  to 
them  about  the  school  activities 
and  the  sponsors  who  are  in 
charge.  Then  choose  one  specific 
event  and  begin  to  lay  the  Wood¬ 
work  for  permission.  Be  sure  your 
parents  understand  all  of  the  im¬ 
portant  details  and  agree  by  giv¬ 
ing  in  a  little,  perhaps  on-  the 
curfew.  And  by  all  means,  live  up 
to  your  agreement  carefully.  Smw 
W'’  parents  that  you  are  a  respon¬ 
sible  young  person  and  this  will 
relieve  some  of  their  anxieties. 

Growing  up  and  maturing 
should  be  a  gradual  process  aim¬ 
ed  toward  independence.  Sucr 
ceeding  in  small  ways  gives  you 
conBdoice  for  the  lar^  decisions. 
Showing  responsibility  in  small 
ways  will  give  your  parents 
assurance  that  they  have  ^ven  you 
the  proper  foundation.  As  you  can 
see,  everyone  can  benefit. 


Thursday,  January  5,  1989 

Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 

Remembering  “Miz  Wilds” 


One  Christmas,  Auber  J.  W'ilds 
ordered  a  most  original  gift  for  his 
wife  —  a  new  cover  for  her  old  um¬ 
brella  frame.  This  inexpensive  gift 
was  but  one  instance  of  the  frugality 
both  of  them  practiced.  1  learned 
about  it  through  an  article  Ev  George 
shared  with  me,  written  by  Rosa  Nell 
Pitts  Osborne. 

On  Jan.  1,  1918,  seventy-one  years 
ago  this  week,  Mr.  Wilds  became 
director  of  Mississippi  Baptists’ 
Church  Training  Department.  Of 
course,  his  work  Uien  was  with  BYPU. 
He  was  president  of  the  Mississippi. 
Baptist  Convention  in  1947  and  1948.  At 
first  he  made  his  headquarters  in  Ox¬ 
ford,  traveling  over  the  state  from 
there.  Later  he  moved  his  office  to 
Jackson,  but  continued  to  maintain 
his  home  and  family  (wife,  Mary;  two 
daughters,  Lucy  Carlton  and  Mary 
Dent;  mother;  and  sister)  in  Oxford. 
While  traveling  from  Jackson,  he 
spent  many  nights  in  his  office,  sleep¬ 
ing  on  a  couch  or  a  cot.  Though  he 
retired  35  years  later'trom  that  job  (36 
years  ago  this  week)  on  Jan.  1,  1953, 
five  months  before  1  began  work  with 
the  Baptist  Record,  he  and  his  wife 
became  friends  of  mine. 

Once  when  I  was  doing  a  story 
about  the  famous  Leavell  family,  the 
Wildses  invited  me  to  supper,  so  1 
could  interview  Miss  Marian  Leavell, 
who  lived  in  the  old  Leavell  home  next 
door  to  them. 

Rosa  Nell’s  description  of  “Miz 
W'ilds”  is  exactly  as  I  remember  her: 
“A  small,  slender  woman,  with  grey¬ 
ing  hair  neatly  tucked  and  pinned  at 
the  back  of  her  head,  wearing  a  plain 
cut  dress  which  came  below  her 
knees,  going  quietly  about  her 
business,  getting  things  done  and 
spreading  sunshine  wherever  she 
went.”  She  died  in  1986,  at  96.*  He  had 
died  17  years  before,  in  1969,  at  age  84. 
Their  influence  on  lives  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptists  is  immeasurable. 

Also  the  article's  descriptions 
brought  my  own  memories  of  the 
Wilds  house  back  into  focus;  “As  you 
walked  into  the  front  room,  it  was  like 
going  into  the  past,  as  you  found 
yourself  surrounded  with  ‘old’  fur¬ 
niture,  neatly  in  place  .  .  .  with  a 
homey  quality.  Then  you  stepped 
down  into  the  next  room,  which  was 
full  of  eve^thing!  —  so  much  you 
could  not  find  it  all. 

“It  was  a  sitting  room,  what  we 
would  call  a  den  today.  There  was  no 
television,  but  a  radio  was  on  a  table. 
There  was  a  very  old  typewriter  (and 
we  could  type  on  it  if  we  had  a  mind 
to. )  Over  the  typewriter  hung  a  mir¬ 
ror  that  always  had  a  scripture  verse 
taped  to  it,  a  verse  Miz  Wilds  was  try¬ 
ing  to  memorize.  There  were 
magazines  and  newspapers 
evei^here,  but  all  neatly  stacked 
and  inviting  you.  The  room  had  large 
windows  . .  .  and  looked  out  to  a  bird 
bath  in  the  side  yard.”  Later,  1  think 
they  got  a  TV,  but  they  told  me  they 
had  decided  not  to  get  involved  in  wat¬ 
ching  soap  operas. 

The  ni^t  I  ate  with  them,  Miz 
Wilds’  menu  impressed  me  because 
it  seemed  easy  to  prepare;  I  wrote  it 
down  in  the  back  of  my  Timesaving 
Country  Cookbook:  “Frozen  salad, 
succotash  on  mashed  Irish  potatoes, 
canned  ham  slices,  white  bread,  cof¬ 
fee,  cherry  pie  and  ice  cream.”  She 
gave  me  her  recipe  for  frozen  salad. 
It  has  become  a  favorite  of  Mama’s, 
to  use  at  Christmas  or  for  special  oc¬ 
casions:  “Melt  two  cups  of  mar¬ 


shmallows  With  2  tbsp.  pineapple 
juice.  .Add  an  8  oz.  pkg.  of  cream 
cheese,  and  melt.  Add  can  of  drained 
fruit  cocktail,  can  of  drained  pineap¬ 
ple,  and  a  few  cherries.  Freeze  (1 
freeze  it  in  a  milk  carton).  Slice,  and 
serve  on  lettuce.” 

Rosa  Nell  Pitts  Gsborne  said  she  ate 
her  first  spoon  bread  in  the  big  dining 
room  of  the  Wilds’  house;  “Spoon 
Bread:  Bring  two  cups  of  sweet  milk 
to  a  boil,  and  carefully  stir  in  one  cup 
of  corn  meal.  Add  one  teaspoon  of  salt, 
cook  for  a  few  minutes,  and  remove 
from  fire.  Stir  in  one  beaten  egg.  one 
tablespoon  of  butter,  one  tablespoon  of 
lard,  one  teaspoon  of  baking  powder, 
and  one  teaspoon  of  sugar.  Bake  for  20 
minutes  in  a  quick  oven.” 

When  Rosa  Nell  was  a  youth  in 
BYPU  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Ox¬ 
ford,  Miz  Wilds  was  the  leader  of  the 
Intermediate  Young  People’s  BYPU. 
Rosa  Nell  remembers,  “She  had  us 
over  every  week  on  a  Thursday  ni^t. 
It  was  a  lime  I  never  wanted  to  miss. 

1  once  went  with  a  group  of  girls  who 
wanted  to  arrive  late  and  I  never  went 
with  them  again  because  I  liked  to  get 
there  early  so  as  not  to  miss  anything. 
There  wasalwajs  some  different  kind 
of  game  to  play,  or  board  games,  a 
cook-out.  just  sitting  on  the  porch 
swinging  and  talking,  and  of  course 
something  extra  special  on  occasion. 

"When  wc  had  a  newcomer,  it  was 
the  most  fun  to  take  them  next  door 
to  the  cemetery  where  w-e  w’ould  find 
this  certain  grave  of  a  little  old  woman 
and  then  tell  the  newcomer,  if  they 
would  holler,  ‘Old  woman,  old  woman, 
what’re  you  doing  down  there’’ '  she 
would  answer,  '.Nothing  at  all,  nothing 
at  all,’  She  would  not  answer  us.  as  we 
had  been  there  before,  we  told  them. 
When  the  newcomer  would  say.  ‘1 
don’t  hear  her,’  we  would  say,  ‘You 
have  to  holler  louder  for  her  to  hear 
you.’  Of  course  we  kept  them  holler¬ 
ing  louder  and  louder  until'  they 
‘caught  on.’  Much  laughter  and  frolic 
prevailed  on  those  occasions. 

“We  were  alway's  served  some  small 
refreshment  and  at  times  would  find 
ourselves  pulled  aside,  two  or  three 
here  and  two  or  three  there,  doing  this 
or  that,  and  without  our  knowing  what 
was  happening,  find  that  we  had  met 
the  Stan^rd  of  Excellence,  elected  of¬ 
ficers,  or  that  W’d  know  what  to  do  in 
being  an  officer  or  how  to  preside  as 
president. of  our  BYPU  .  .  .'. 

>  “With  all  of  the  many  things  going 
on,  Miz  Wilds  always  found  time  for 
our  .  .  .  problems,  calming  our  fears 
with  hope,  and  changing  our  hearts  to 
laughter.  Once  when  I  nedded  a  little 
help,  she  took  me  to  the  bookcase  in 
the  front  room,  took  out  a  book  and 
read  to  me  a  poem  entitled,  ‘Just  Keep 
On  Keepin’  On.’  I  cap-’t  remember  the 
words,  but  the  title  tus  kept  me  going 
many  times  ....  How  could  such  a 
small,  slender  woman  be  so  big,  big, 
BIG  in  my  cherished  memories?” 

Perhaps  a  good  motto  for  this*  new 
year  of  1989  would  be  the  title  of  that 
poem  —  “Just  Keep  On  Keepin’  On.” 

Happy 

New 

Year!! 
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Just  for  the  Record 


The  Benton-Tippah  Association  ^uth  Choir  presented  as 
its  Christmas  offering  the  musical,  EMMANUEL,  GOQWITH 
US.  Sunday  night,  Dec.  4,  at  Ashland  Church,  Ashland? 
Wednesday  night,  Dec.  7,  they  performed  the  same  musical 


AUTHORS  WANHD  BY 
NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 


Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  menuscripts 
of  ell  types:  ficlioa.  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholerly 
end  iuvenile  works,  etc.  New  authors  wel<K>med. 
Sena  for  free,  illuslreted  40-page  brochure  H-101 
VenUge  Press.  51$  W.  34  St.,  New  Y^k.  N.Y.  tOOOl 


Martha  Estelle  Palvey,  Grenada, 
master-of  arts  in  religious  education; 
Ronnie  Douglas  Falvey,  master  of 
arts  in  religious  education;  Lisa  D. 
Hart,  Dennis,  master  of  arts  in 
religious  education;  Gwendolyn  Irene 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  305.C  —  Oreonweod,  MIM.  3S930 


Girl*  in  Action  of  Emmanuel  Church,  Ocean  Springs,  participated  in  an  awards 
ceremony  in  recognition  of  completion  of  Missions  Adventures.  The  girls,  in  native 
costume,  also  presented  a  program  highlighting  Southern  Baptist  missionary  efforts 
around  the  world.  Front,  from  the  left,  are  Chereile  O’Neal,  Dana  Beasley  (foreground), 
Andrea  Bardwell.  Ginny  Moss  and  Jeanna  Kovacevich;  back.  DevffTravis,  Eve  Gillan, 
Robin  Simpson.  Carissa  O'NeaL  Julie  Mitter  and  Renae  Beasley.  GA  leaders-are 
Mrs  Karla  Stahl  and  Mrs  Reba  Swartz. 


Memori^  Plaques 

Since  1928 


Dixie  Rubber  Stamp  &  Seal  Co. 
514  E.  Amite  Si./P.O.  Box  202 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39205 
(601)  948-1851/Toll  Free  1-800434-4564 


The  RAb  of  Taylor  Church,  Ibylor,  display  the  banner  which  won  them  first  place 
at  RA  Day  at  Central  Hills  Retreat.  The  new  RA  chapter,  organized  October,  1987, 
was  named  after  James  A.  Bowen,  a  missionary  in  Arizona. 

Pictured,  front  row,  left  to  right,  are  David  Dees,  Marty  Dees,  C.  C.  Miller,  and  Chad 
Dees;  second  row,  Richard  Manning,  Robert  Mooney.  Brian  Patton,  Chris  Patton, 
and  Clay  Ferguson;  third  row.  Robert  Patton,  director;. Marion  Dees,  pastor;  and  Jamey 
Mooney,  leader.  RAs  not  pictured  include  Jamie  Williamson  and  Robert  Williamson. 


FOR  CH/IRTER 
OR  RENT 

25  -  OP  47  • 
Passenger  Iwses 

BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-6^4-2900 


Pianos  at  ^ 
Warahousa 
pricas  W 

Exclusive  dealers  for  * 
Sleinway  •  Kawai  -  Wurliltzer 
Weber  -  Kimball 
Financing  Available 
MCATISA/American  Express 


Acteens  were  honored  recently  in  a  coronation  senrice  at  First  Church,  Boyle, 
Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Queen  Beth  Hood  with  Crown  Bearer  Amy  Chennault;  Queen 
with  Scepter  Leigh  Coghlan  with  Scepter  Bearer  Wren  Chennault;  Queen  Regent 
in  Service  Kenna  McClaflin;  Queen  Regent  Machelle  Pinkston  v^h  Cape  Bearer  Lori 
Barnett  and  Queen  Melanie  Labella  with  Crown  Bearer  Sydn^  Melton 


Staff  changes 


Piano  Company 

226  Hwy  51  N.  Tim  Kelly,  Manager 
Ridgeland  856-2524 


In  cooperation  with  a  countywWB  rniSBion  project  Of  Uneoln  ABBOCiatlon,  tour  wom#r 

from  New  Prospect  Church,  the  pastor,  and  one  layman  spent  a  day  recently  work¬ 
ing  in  the  clothing  department  at  State  Hospital.  Whitfield.  The  group  sorted,  sized, 
and  hung  clothing  in  the  women’s  department.  Tfioee  who  took  part  are  pictured 
Rrit  row:  Mrs.  Jerry  Smith,  Mrs.  Bob  Waits.  Second  row:  Mrs.  Ed  Lambright.  Mrs. 
Claude  Wooten,  and  the  pastor,  Randall  Walker.  Not  shown,  Ed  Lambright. 


Vinson 


Soudiern  Baptists 
group  forms  .  .  . 


Home  Missions 
Teleconference 


(Continued  from  page 
essentials  of  Baptists.  We  think  the 
Baptist  the 

^  iMiesthoodofthebeheverisinjeopar- 

\  <^y:  ^  democracy  of  the  local 

1  ^^B  congregation  is  being  threatened  by 

m  pastoral  autocracy.” 

%  Slatton,  who  declined  to  identify  the 

other  participants  in  the  meeting,  said 
Baptists  Committed  is 
which,  includes  fundamentalists, 
moderates  and  anybody  who 
ing  work  together  a  com- 

mitment  to  the  faith  that  honors  Bap- 
tist  freedom.” 

Singing  Churchmen  elect  officers 

sincerity  —  thought  they  could  save 

'Pictured  from  left  are  the  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen.  They  the  Bible  by  attacking  tlve  denomina- 
are  Jerry  Morgan,  central  area  director;  Leon  Beds^  president;  Lew  King,  president-  tional  structure.  What  they  did  was 
elect;  Bettye  Jones,  treasurer;  Graham  Smith,  ej^fficio;  Kenny  Adams,  secretary;  not  save  the  Bible  but  destroy  our  uni- 
Clyde  Carraway,  south  ikea  director.  Not  in  photo  is  Rick  Munn,  north  area  director,  ty  and  our  trust.” 

Moore  said  the  new  organization 
^  ^  peditical  dimensirm  and  the 

group  will  continue  to  try  to  elect  a 
^  candidate  “who  will  personify  the  cen- 

'  ^B  position  of  where  I  think  the 

"yfji  great  majority  of  Southern  Baptists 

>  ^HK  Richard  Jackson,  pastor  North 

Phoenix  ( Ariz. )  Baptist  C^iurch,  said 
he  attended  a  small  meeting  of  six 
hi  advance  of  the  larger 
meeting  to  discuss  the  issues  but  did 
f  not  attend  the  or^nizational  meeting. 

**  ^  ^  identity  crisis,”  said 

i  Wi  F  Jackson.  “'^  ordinary  Southern 

Baptist  has  nowhere  to  go.  Either  he 

Bp  4bIIH  Sroup  in  charge 

m:.  or  he  is  called  a  hberal  or  a  moderate 
^BB^  This  group  (Baptists  Committed)  i$ 

MM  ,  trying  to  provide  a  place  for  mainline 

V  Southern  Baptists  who  believe  the  Bi- 

>  f  t  ^  ^  Word  of  (jod  and  in  our  mis- 

sions  endeavor.” 

Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor. 


Feb.  5,  1989 
3-4:30  p.m.  CSX 

ACTS  or 
BTN  Networks 


Trek  across  America  with  hdnfe  missionaries  as  you  watch  this 
year’s  Home  Missions  Teleconference.  This  exciting  90-minute 
journey  will  take  you  to  places  where  Southern  Baptists  are 
spreading  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Mtsstotiaries  you  will  meet... 

Ray  Allen  Baptist  Convention  </  New  England 

Sharyan  Utley  Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Don  Sharp  Chicago,  Illinois 

C.L.  Hanshew  Jr.  Ridgtland,  South  Carolina 

John  Haeger  Fraser,  Colorado  “ 

Augustine  Salazar  Fresno,  California 

Carolyn  McClendon  Piew  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Rob  and  Lori  Pengra  Scappoose,  Oregon 


Med  Center  forms  singing  group 


Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center's  talented  group  of  BSU  students  have  formed 
a  singing  group  which  performs  on  special  occasions  at  the  hospital.  The  group  is 
comprised  of  Medical  Technology  and  Radiography  students  at  MBMC  and  is  led 
by  Gene  Rester,  chief  technologist  in  MBMC’s  Cardiac  Catheterization  Lab.  Pictured 
seated  from  left  on  the  front  row  are  Theresa  Bell,  Pam  Gregory,  Benita  Moucha, 
Lana  Wells  and  Vicki  Lawrence.  From  left  on  the  back  row  are  Kathy  Brock,  Sheila 
Blanchard.  Mark  Robinson,  instructor,  Jim  Aron,  Rozilyn  Wright,  Sherrie  Long,  Laurin 
Gordon,  Bill  Thomas,  Gene  Rester,  Gina  Osborn,  Willie  Lyles,  Beth  Jay,  and  Steve 
Compton,  instructor. 


DATING  TODAY 


BUYING  A  CHURCH  COM¬ 
PUTER?  Read  “The  Computer 
and  Your  Church”  before  you 
decide.  |S  (add  8%  in  Texas). 
Lamplighter  Enterprises,  Box 
150535,  Lufkin.  TX  75915. 


A  Live  Teleconference 
for  Parents  and  Teens 

February  6.  1989  6;30-8:30  PM  (CST) 


names  in  the  news 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  ^timate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers.  P.  O.  Box  186.  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Texas  jour¬ 
nalist  Louis  Moore  will  become  a 
media  relations  and  publications  con¬ 
sultant  for  the  Southern  Baptist  (Chris¬ 
tian  Life.  Commission,  effective  Jan. 
1,  announced  CLC  Executive  Director 
Richard  Land. 

Moore,  who  lives  in  the  Dallas  area, 
on  an  interim  basis  will  edit  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  various  publications,  including 
Light  magazine;  manage  the  news 
operations  of  the  commission’s 
regional  and'na tional  meetings;  par¬ 
ticipate  in  program  planning;  and 
work  with  the  (3jC  trustees  and  staff 
to  plan  the  use  of  mass  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  agency.  Land  said. 

Moore,  42,  was  religion  editor  of  the 
Houston  (Chronicle  from  1972  to  1986 
and  was  editor  of  the  Plano  (Texas) 
Star  (Courier  from  1966  to  1968.  He  cur¬ 
rently  is  professor  of  journalism  at 
Collin  (County  (Community  College 


Jimmy  Hester,  editor  of  Living  with  Teenagers,  hosts  this 
live  teleconference  dealing  with  such  topics  as 

•  Boy-Girl  relationships  •  Dating  non-Christians 

•  When  to  start  dating  •  Why  wait  for  sex? 

•  Curfews  •  Teen  pregnancy 

A  panel  of  experts  on  adolescent  issues  will  be  on  hand 
to  take  your  questions  by  phone. 

Plan  now  to  view  this  important  teleconference  with  your 
teenagers.  Presented  by 


HOUSEPARENTS  NEEDED:  A 
mature  married  couple  with  no 
dependent  children  to  work  as 
house-parents  in  a  therapeutic 
'group  home  setting  w  ith  12  adoles¬ 
cent  boys  13-18  years.  Good  salary, 
good  benefits  and  working  condi¬ 
tions.  Cali  for  interview  Monday- 
Friday  at  601-798-2418  or 
601-798-2437  between  8:00  a.m.  and 
4:00  p.m.  or  for  information  on 
weekends  or  evenings  <8:00 
p.m.-9:00  p.m.).  Write  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  to  Housepa  rents,  P.  O. 
Drawer  640,  Picayune,  MS  39466. 


Baptist  Telecommunication  Network 

BTN  is  a  satellite  telecommunications  network  operated 
by  the  Baptist  Sunday  Sch(X)l  Board  . 


1,700  SBC  CONVENTION  hotej 
rooms  blocked  in  Las  Vegas. 
Rates  140-175.  Call  Royce  Dowell 
today!  (214  )  690-1153. 


For  information  on  subscribing  to  BTN,  call  (615) 
251-2283. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  Vir-  Church,  Stringer.  Pictured  with  Jennings 
tus  Gideon,  professor  of  New  Ttesta-  "f®  Mosley,  left,  chairman  of 

ment  at  Southwestern  Seminary,  died  ^oacons  of  Providence  Church  and 
Dec.  14  following  a  heart  attack.  He  Eugene  Walden,  right,  pastor  of  Pro- 
was  61.  vidence  Church. 

A  native  of  Winters,  Texas,  Gideon 

was  known  for  his  work  in  translating  ”Tli.e  Cooperative  Program  is  a  way 
the  Gospel  of  Mark  for  the  New  King  to  stretch  a  dollar  around  the  world.” 
James  Version  of  the  Bible  —  Dan  Ray 


•THE  NEW  FRONTIER"  —  Look¬ 
ing  at  life  through  the  death  of 
JFK.  Free.  Ray's  Study,  Box  5435, 
Midland,  TX  79704. 


“Datina  Today”  is  a  joint  production  of  the  Family  Ministry 
and  Church  Administration  departments  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


The  Spirit  empowers  the  church 


By  Bert  Breland 
Acts  2:1-47 

The  feast  of  Pentecost  began  as  a  Jewish 
agricultural  holiday.  The  word  “Pentecost” 
means  50th  and  so  50  days  after  the  official 
beginning  of  the  harvest 
season  there  would  be  a 
great  celebration  known  as 
the  feast  of  Pentecost.  This 
day  of  Pentecost  referred  to 
in  the  second  chapter  of  Acts 
takes  on  Sf^al  significance 
for  Christianity  braause  it 
coincides  with  the  coming  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  empower 
the  church.  We  have  borrow- 
_  I  .  ed  the  name  of  the  Jewish 
ureiano  holiday,  but  we  have  our  own 

special  tradition. 

Tb  Luke,  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit  marks 
the  turning  point  for  the  Christian  communi¬ 
ty.  It  gives  them  the  strength  thq^  need  to  come 
out  in  the  open  and  begin  preactung  the  gospel. 
It  is  the  inauguration  of  their  ministry  and 
closely  parallels  Luke’s  account  of  Jesus’  bap¬ 
tism  when  the  Holy  Spirit  descended  on  him 
and  his  ministry  began.  Luke  describes  the 


'  BIBLE  BOOK 

coming  of  the  Spirit  with  two  symbols.  There 
was  “the  rush  of  a  mighty  wind,”  and  “cloven 
tongues  of  fire”  —  sometimes  that  could  be 
heard  and  seen,  something  that  man  could  ex¬ 
perience  with  two  senses  which  makes  the  ex¬ 
perience  more  difficult  to  discredit.  Wind 
represents  something  that  is  mysterious, 
engulfing,  unseen,  and  yet  powerful.  Fire 
represents  something  that  is  all-consuming. 
Both  are  powerful  symbols  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Luke  stat^  that  this  Spirit  filled  those  present 
and  it  results  in  a  p<werful  witness  for  Christ. 

After  they  were  filled  with  the  Spirit  Luke 
says  that  thQr  “began  to  speak  with  other 
tongues.”  TTiere  are  many  questions  that  arise 
at  this  point  and  far  too  many  to  deal  with  at 
this  time;  however,  some  things  seem  clear 
about  this  experience  FirsL  all  of  those  present 
werehearing  what  was  being  said  in  their  own 
native  dialect,  even  though  all  of  those  speak¬ 
ing  were  Galileans  who  couldn’t  possibly  know 
the  languages  of  all  who  were  present,  ^ond, 
that  which  was  being  spoken  was  not 


unintelligible  but,  quite  to  the  contrary,  was 
made  more  intelligible  because  it  was  in  the 
language  (rf  everyone’s  homeland.  It  seems  like¬ 
ly  that  the  real  miracle  is  more  one  of  hearing 
than  it  is  of  speaking. 

After  this  experience,  Simon  Peter  feels  com¬ 
pelled  to  make  a  stand  and  explain  what  has 
just  happened.  He  explains  by  defending  the 
disciples  against  the  charge  of  drunkenness.  He 
explains  to  the  crowd  that  it  is  only  the  third 
hour  (9  a.m.)  which  is  far  too  early  to  be  drink¬ 
ing,  especially  on  a  holy  day.  Possibly  this 
charge  has  been  leveled  b^use  of  their  estatic 
and  enthusiastic  behavior. 

Peter  goes  on  to  explain  the  coming  of  the 
^irit  as  the  fulfillment  of  the  proidiecy  of  Joel. 
Inis  prophecy  will  have  a  sp^iaf  signiHcance 
to  these  Jews  who  are  in  town  for  an 
agricultm-al  holiday  because  of  the  context  of 
Joel’s  prophecy.  When  Joel  spoke  to  the  people 
of  Israel,  it  was  following  a  time  of  devastation 
from  locusts,  and  he  called  on  the  people  to  re¬ 
pent  and  allow  God  to  pour  out  h»  full  bless¬ 
ings  on  them.  Simon  Peter  declares  that  this 
day  has  come  and  now  the  Spirit  is  available 
to  all  people,  regardless  of  age,  sex,  or  race. 

Folding  his  explanation,  Simon  Peter  seizes 


the  opportunity  to  proclaim  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  He  masterfully  relates  his  message  to 
their  heritage  in  scriptiuie  that  they  understand, 
and  then  forcefully  proclaims  that  this  Jesus 
whom  th^  crucified  is  the  Christ  of  God.  See¬ 
ing  that  his  message  has  been  heard  and  receiv¬ 
ed  in  the  heart,  Simon  Peter  then  calls  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  repentance.  Peter  has  set  a  good  exam¬ 
ple  for  all  witnesses.  After  he  has  presented  his 
message,  he  gives  the  people  a  chance  to  res¬ 
pond  and  then  he  makes  cFear  how  they  should 
respond. 

l^e  final  verse  of  chapter  2  gives  us  a  brief 
description  of  the  early  church’s  growth  and 
development  of  minisMes.  The  church  was 
holding  all  things  in  common  in  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  all  the  needs  of  its  members.  This  may 
not  indicate  that  everyone  sold  everything  they 
had,  but  that  tl^  sold  things  as  various  needs 
arose  The  exciting  thing  that  we  see  in  these 
verses  is  the  love  and  fellowship  that  they 
shared.  There  was  a  special  spirit  of  gladness, 
sincerity,  shanng  and  praise,  and  the  Lord  kept 
adding  to  their  numbers  —  a  good  example  for 
all  churches. 

Breland  is  pastor.  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood. 


Mandate:  Proclaim  power  of  the  old  rugged  cross 


By  J.  Greg  Martin 
I  Corinthians  1:18,  21-31 
At  the  1988  Republican  Convention  in  New ' 
Orleans,  SenaUn*  John  McCain  of  Arizona  spoke 
of  his  love  for  our  country  and  flag.  He  told 
about  his  experiences  as  a 
prisoner  of  war  during  the 
Vietnam  Conflict.  McCain 
spent  years  in  a  Com¬ 
munist  prison.  During  that, 
time  he  met  a  young  patriot 
named  Mike  Christianson. 
Christianson  made  an 
American  flag  out  of  cloth 
.  and  led  30  other  POWs  in  the 

^  pledge  of  allegiance  every 
n-  day.  When  the  Comniunists 

iwanin  discovered  this  ritual  they 

destroyed  the  flag  and  severely  beat  him.  Even 
after  thb  mistreatment,  as  soon  as  Christian¬ 
son  was  thrown  back  in  the  cell,  he  sewed 
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another  flag  to  lead  the  men  in  their  pledge  of 
allegiance  to  our  great  country.  Christianson’s 
commitment  to  the  freedom  of  America  was 
unwavering. 

Our  allegiance  to  the  cross  of  Christ  needs  to 
be  of  this  caliber.  It  was  the  old  rugged  cross 
that  brought  us  forgiveness,  fre<^m,  and 
fellowship  with  the  Master.  Verse  18  teaches 
that  to  those  who  are  lost,  the  cross  means 
nothing.  It  is  only  foolishness.  For  the  child  of 
God  there  is  another  perspective  of  the  cross. 
The  cross  means  everything.  The  cross  for 
those  who  are  saved  is  a  place  of  power.  It  is 
the  place  where  God  took  our  sins  away.  It  is 
the  powerful  place  where  love  was  discovered. 
The  cross  is  the  juncture  where  the  road  to 
abundant  life  is  uncovered. 

This  revelation  of  the  power  of  the  cross  is  not 


known  to  all,  but  only  to  God’s  chosen  children. 
I  Corinthians  1:26-27  teaches  that  God’s  calling 
is  not  for  those  who  would  seek  the  wisdom  of 
the  wwlct  but  far  the  weak  and  less  noble  Some 
of  the  wisest  people  in  our  world  do  not  even 
have  a  high  school  education.  From  God’s 
perspective,  the  wisest  men  in  the  world  are 
those  who  gain  their  insights  from  the  cross  of 
Calvary. 

It  is  when  we  fail  to  depend  on  the  power  of 
the  cross  and  the  wisdom  that  is  in  Christ  that 
disharmc^  devel<^  in  the  church.  The  world’s 
wisdom  is  descril^  in  James  3:14  as  being 
rooted  in  strife.  I  have  seen  too  many  commit¬ 
tee  meetings  and  business  meetings  entertain 
the  wisdom  of  men  rather  than  the  mind  of 
Christ. 

lb  have  unity  in  the  church  we  must  rally 
around  the  old  rugged  cross.  Our  allegiance 
must  be  to  J^us  Christ.  Verse  30  teaches  that 
he  has  been  given  to  us  so  we  can  know  God’s 


wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification,  and 
redemptim.  In  him  all  the  desires  of  our  hearts 
can  be  met.  What  more  do  we  need  than  God’s 
wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification,  and 
redemption?  All  of  these  are  found  in  Christ. 
Because  of  this  truth,  our  glorying  should  be 
on]y  in  the  Lord.  We  are  forbidden  to  boast  in 
any  man’s  wisdom  or  teaching.  Only  Jesus 
deserved  the  praise  from  the  fruit  of  our  lips. 
Only  he  is  worthy. 

We  should  speak  of  Christ’s  glory  in  the 
church  to  create  harmony.  We  should  also  teU 
of  his  glory  to  the  lost  to  bring  them  to  Jesus. 
January  8, 1989,  is  Witness  Commitment  Day 
in  many  churches  across  our  convention.  It  is 
a  day  to  once  again  pledge  our  allegiance  to  the 
message  of  the  cross.  God’s  desire  and  mandate 
is  for  us  to  proclaim  the  power  of  the  old  rugg¬ 
ed  cross. 

Martin  is  pastor.  Commission  Road  Church, 
Long  Beach. 


‘Accepting  our  mission”  —  from  fishermen  to  followers 


By  Gary  Berry 
Luke  5:1-11 

What  an  incredible  scene  it  must  have  been! 
People  were  crowding  around  Jesus  to  bear  the 
Wort  of  God.  Does  that  happen  in  your  church 
or  in  your  Sunday  School 
class?  How  often  do  we  need 
knowledge  of  “crowd  con¬ 
trol”  principles  in  churches 
or  in  the  work  place  to 
manage  people  who  “press 
in”  to  hear  the  Wort  of  God? 
Hungry  and  searching  peo¬ 
ple  are  still  drawn  to  the 
Wort  of  God  when  it  is 
presented  in  the  power  of  the 

Berrv 

Jesus  called  into  use  the 
fishing  boat  of  Simon  Peter  and  addressed  the 
crowd  from  the  boat.  When  he  had  finished 
speaking,  Jesus  gave  Simon  instnKtions  which 
resulted  in  a  catch  of  fish  that  filled  two  boats. 
Simon  must  have  been  astounded,  for  after 
fishing  all  night,  be  and  his  partners  had 


UNIFORM 

nothing  to  show  for  it. 

This  occasion  was  another  of  those  turning 
points  in  the  life  of  Simon  Peter  and  the  other 
disciples.  Jesus  used  the  circumstances  to 
teach  another  unfoi^ettable  lesson.  Certainly, 
it  must  have  been  difficult  for  Simon  to  accept 
the  fact  that  Jesus  knew  more  about  fishing 
than  a  fisherman.  Furthermore,  he  knew  more 
about  the  lives  of  these  men  than  they 
understood.  Simon  struggled  with  learning  that 
one  is  required  to  obey  Jesus,  not  to  instruct 
him.  Our  obedience  to  Jesus  is  to  be  consistent 
and  all-inclusive  of  every  area  of  our  lives. 

After  much  prayer,  my  wife  and  I  sensed  the 
guidance  of  God  to  enter  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  Most  peoplrfrom  whom  I  sought 
counsel  advised  a^inst  resigning  a  good 
church  and  moving  to  the  campus  with  a  fami¬ 
ly.  From  one  perspective  we  agreed  that  it  did 
not  “make  sense”  Yet,  it  was  clear  that  this  was 
precisely  what  God  was  leading  us  to  da  On  the 
day  I  announced  this  decision  to  the  church. 


God  provided  financial  resources  through  a 
fust  time  visitor  in  the  worship  service  and 
later,  through  a  godly  deacon.  Our  nee^  were 
met.  The  lesson  was  unforgettable:  we  are  to 
obey  Jesus  even  when  it  does  not  make  sense 
or  when  doing  so,  would  seem  to  be 
unproductive. 

Jesus  announced  the  purpose  of  God  for  these 
fishermen.  From  that  moment  they  would  fish 
for  men  and  “bring  them  back  alive”  (that  is 
an  acceptable  translation  of  verse  10).  This  is 
the  commission  given  to  every  person  who 
follows  Jesus.  There  are  none  among  us  who  are 
excluded  from  the  call  to  iMing  people  to  Christ. 
Indeed,  we  may  become  so  misguided  and  self- 
centered  that  we  make  the  “work  of  the  church” 
our  avocation.  Shuffling  papers,  organizing 
groups,  and  scheduling  activities  are  not  to 
become  the  products  of  our  calling.  The  “work 
of  the  church”  (every  church)  is  to  Mng  peo¬ 
ple  to  Jesus.  The  calling  of  EVERY  Cluristian 
IS  to  bring  people  to  Jesus. 

lb  be  faiUiful  to  this  call  requires  the  same 
commitment  and  sacrifice  offered  Simon 


and  his  partners.  The  scripture  says,  “they  for¬ 
sook  all  and  followed  him”.  If  we  are  unfruit¬ 
ful  servants,  it  may  be  that  we  have  not  “left 
all”  to  follow  Christ. 

A  deacon  who  has  been  a  friend  for  several 
years  reached  a  turning  point  in  his  life.  When 
a  close  friend  of  his  died  suddenly  and  without 
Christ  in  his  life,  the  conviction  for  failure  to 
witness  to  him  was  painful.  As  a  result,  he 
made  a  sacred  vow  to  God.  From  that  time  to 
this  he  has  operated  his  business  just  to  make 
a  living;  he  lives  to  bring  men  to  Jesus,  (jiod  has 
blessed  his  commitment  and^is  business. 

There  are  people  around  us  who  are  lost 
because  they  have  never  received  Jesus  as  Lord 
and  Savior.  We  are  called  to  bring  them  to 
Christ.  We  can  do  that  by  praying  for  their 
salvation,  serving  them  in  love,  and  by  sharing 
the  gospel  with  them. 

Do  you  know  or  suspect  a  friend,  a  relative,  or 
work  associate  to  be  lost?  Go  and  “bring  them 
back  alive”  to  Christ.  We  need  no  furtmr  in- 
syructionq.  We  need  to  be  obedient. 

Berry  is  pastor  first,  McComb. 


Mr.  Jm  ElUi 
Mr.  Floyd  Halooe 
Raby  Elite 

!  Mr.  William  CaroUo 
Mn.  Edna  Fowler  Erwin 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Haymon 
Jayne,  Buck  ft  Ibm  Roberts 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  T.  Erwin 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Carlton 
Edmondson 
Miss  SalUc  Farley 
Mrs.  Elene  W.  Wellons 
Mr.  I.  W.  Finley 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Ibrry  Champion 
ft  Wendy 

Mrs.  Lucille  Ray  Fisher 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Thylor  Whbb 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hays  Stewart 
Mrs.  Stella  Fleeman 
Sunshine  Club,  FBC,  Rolling 
Fork 
Mr.  FlynC 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  Lee 
Valentine 
Helen  Fore 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Walter  L.  Catt 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  Faster  ft 
Don  ^  _ 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ira  L.  Foster 
Libby  B.  Freeman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lee  Roy  Kennedy 
Mrs.  Florence  Fuller 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ford 
Mr.  Robert  "Bob”  Fnlmer 
Barbara  ft  Charles  Bevil 
Mark  Boykin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill  Vandevender 
Mrs.  J.  P.  (Ruth  S.)  Fnlton 
Mrs.  Buck  Moore 
Ms.  Frances  Harris 
Mrs.  Fred  Marshall 
Ladies  Fellowship  Sunday 
School,  FBC,  Belmont 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Fnnderberg 
T.  J.  ft  Roma  Helms 
Adult  Couples  Sunday  School, 
Bethany  BC,  Slate 
Springs 

L.  W.  Doler  FamUy 
Mrs.  Norene  West 
Sister  o(  Mrs.  Blanche  Gaither 
Mrs.  Blanche  Gaither 
Mr.  Gandy 

Gary  ft  Rosemary  Harrison 
Mrs.  “Lee”  Gardner 
Miss  Mary  E.  Waggoner 
.Mr.  A.  W.  Garraway 
Miss  Honor  Ingram 
Miss  M.  J.  Ingram 
Mrs.  Carease  Garrett 
Ruth  Sunday  School.  FBC. 
Eupora 
Darly  Geiger 

Mr  ft  Mrs  A  M  McBride 
Clarence  Gill 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Eugene  I.  Farr 
Leonard  Goldman 
Mrs.  Frank  William  Jr. 

Dr.  H.  B.  Goodman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Edwin  G.  Evans 


"RALPH  HESTER  DAY” 

AT 

THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN’S  VILLAGE 


Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director 
P.  O.  Box  27,  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027,  (601)  922-2242 
Accredited  by  the  National  Association  of  Homes  for  Children 
Licensed  by  the  State  of  Mississippi 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocate  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meanin^ul  and  helpful  medium.  Th^  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  furtha*  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

Nov.  19,  1988  - 
Dec.  15,  1988 

MEMORIALS 


Mra.  Eracat  Bourgeois 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  C.  Stevenson 


LeUial  Cross 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Henry  S.  Milner 
Connie  Alderman  CrowUier 
Lottie  Alderman  ' 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Grantham 
Mis.  J.  J.  Crosier 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B.  E.  Gandy 
Mr.  Clyde  Lester  Cummins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  L.  Knight 
Mr.  Ross  Dale 
'Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bobby  Sandifer 
Mrs.  Margaret  Sandifer 
Mrs.  Ekiwin  T.  Spivey  Jr. 

R.  E.  Dale 
Mrs.  Jean  Blister 
Jim  Daniels 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dwight  Harmon 
Mrs.  Agnes  Davis 
Mrs.  Thomas  Russum 
Mr.  R.  J.  Delaney 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Randy  White 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Vance  E.  Windom 


Brother  of  Leroy  Boyd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 
Mr.  Don  Bray 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Edwards 
Merle  Breaieale  - 

Mrs.  O.  G.  Newman 
Mrs.  Margaret  Brigance 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  Robert  Lawshe 
Harold  Brooks 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  Ward 
J.  D.  Broome 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Herman  Boroughs 
Mr.  Gus  D.  Brown,  Sr. 

Dr.  Mattie  Mae  Brown 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill  Vandevender 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  S. 
Gazaway 

Mrs.  Maggie  R.  Brown 
Officers  ft  Directors, 
Trustmark  National 
Bank 

Mrs.  Jessie  R.  Brunson 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Herbert 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Pryor 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  C.  Stevenson 


w.  Bryan  Abernathy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bobby  Hutton  ft 
Family 

Mr.  Bill  Hutton  ft  Family 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dewitt  Hutton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dewitt  Hutton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Arnold 

McWilliams  ft  Family 
Randall  Adams 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Noblin 
Mrs.  Helen  Adkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Arthur  Dale  Aldridge 
Mrs.  Edith  Aldridge 
Judge  Paul  Alexander 
Mrs.  S.  F.  Barnes 
Dennis  E.  Arrington 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  BUI  Aston 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  T.  L.  Purvis 
Mrs.  EUa  Atkins 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Farmer 
Dr.  S.  Lamar  Baiiey^ 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Barfield  Sr 
WUUe  Rea  Barker 
Merle  Norman  Cosmetic 
Studio 
Ethel  Barlow 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hart 
tJeneva  Hart  - 
Judge  James  Arden  Barnett 
Mrs.  Virginia  C.  Quarles 
Mrs.  S.  F.  Barnes 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Qiff  Landrum 
Mrs.  Ada  Sumrall 
Gwen  ft  Duane  Webber 
Mr.  John  S.  Flora 
Mr.  Clarence  H.  Gregory 
Donnie  Stennett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Shenvood  W.  Wise 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harmon  Alley 
Mrs.  Loute  Bartley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  Lee 
Valentine 

Mrs.  Lela  S.  Beard 
Mrs.  Hazel  T.  Campbell 
Waterways  Experiment 
Station 

Mr.  Keith  Bennett 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Grantham 
Mr.  P.  E.  Berry 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B.  R.  Tbylor 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.  Bethea 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  J:  Simmons  Jr. 
Harold  ft  Dorothy  B)ddy 
The  Irvin  Johnsons 
Mr.  Jewel  Bilbo 
Gladys,  Bailey  ft  Marie  Bilbo 
BUI  ft  Earline  Hardin 
Middle  Adult  Sunday  School, 
Siloam  BC,  Meadville 
Wingfield  Black 
Mrs.  Miller  Wyatt 
Mrs.  Miriam  Self  Blalock 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ibm  Rice 
Mary  Pratt  Sunday  School, 
FBC,  Marks 
Mr.  M.  G.  HoUoway 
Mrs.  HUI  Blalock 
Mrs.  Eugenia  Farrington 


Executive  Director  Paul  N.  Nunnery  (left)  congratulates 
Ralph  Hester  of  Jackson  (right)  on  40  years  of  service  to 
needy  children  at  The  Village.  Ralph  is  an  extraordinarily 
gifted  man  who  has  been  recognized  by  his  peers  as  a 
leader  and/notivator.  As  a  Trustee  he  has  held  almost  every 
Village  leadership  role  including  that  of  President  of  the 
Board.  Ralph  is  a  businessman  who  is  an  active  member 
and  deacon  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson.  In  recognition 
of  Christian  ministry  at  its  best  Village  Trustees  voted 
unanimously  to  designate  December  6,  1988  as  “RALPH 
HESTER  DAY”. 


Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Vance  Windom. 


Mn.  Maggie  Barbara  Keen 
Denson 

Lois  ft  Travis  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Terrell  Bell 
Ms.  Sue  HamUton 
Miss  Helen  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Kenneth  W. 
Statham 

Sunshine  Sunday  School. 

Morrison  Heights 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  Warren 
Mrs.  John  Slay 
Elizabeth  Slay 
Adults  Couples  Sunday 
School.  Bethany  BC. 

Slate  Springs 
Men's  Sunday  School. 

Bethany  BC,  Slate 
'■  ^  Springs 
L.  W.  Doler  Family 
Mn.  W.  B.  (Mamie)  Dickenon 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Stan  N.  Murphy 
Charlie  Dixon 

JoAnn,  Gary,  Celisa,  Jm^. 
ft  Jay  Foster 
Ethel  Donaldson 
Emily  V.  Thompson 
Mra.  HUton  Varnada 
Barbara  Dyrc 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  J.  M.  Nipper 
Mr.  Cyrns  Eaves 
Dr.  ft  Mn.  Ovio  C.  Ray 
Wilson  Edmondson 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  James  W.  Long. . 
Mn.  Montye  Edwards 
Mra.  Ru^  E.  Shumate 


Mn.  Florence  Mims  Bryan 
Jessie  ft  Josie  Guess 
Mn.  Bertha  Buckley 
Bill  Harpole  ft  Mra.  Harpole 
Mn.  Iva  Mae  BuSh 
Mra.  J.  O.  Ellard 
James,  Jo  ft  Jessica  Neely 
Mra.  Mable  Butler 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Ekirle  Richard 
Louise  Cade 
Mr.  ft  Mra  E.  R  Senter 
Mr.  Robert  Caldwell 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Doyle  Turner 
Ida  Carlisle 

Mr.  ft  Mra.  Fred  Pniden 
Mn.  Charles  Carnes 
Mn.  Ronald  Anderson 
Mra.  Byron  Johnson 
Mn.  Forrest  Carpenter 
FBC,  West  Point,  Inspiration 
Sunday  S(d)ool 
Rob^  C.  Carpenter 
Mr. 'ft  Mra.  diaries  Ellis 
Ntwice  Carr 
Mf.  ft  Mn.  Samuel  R 
Stephensor, 

Mn.  Effie  Mae  Smith  Case 
The  Willard  R  Foster  Family 
Mn.  Zena  H.  Clark 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hiram  E.  Davis 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Hester  (Ralph  and  Mary)  of  Jackson 
are  shown  with  Mayor  and  Mrs.  Fred  Gaddis  of  Forest  (Fred 
and  “Tweency”)  during  luncheon  festivities  December  6. 
Mayor  Gaddis  has  contributed  21  years  of  service  to  The 
Village.  ** 


Roy  Gordon 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr 
Dr.  William  J.  Gpyer 
Mra.  Eloise  C.  Dent 
Mr.  Jerry  Grace  “ 

Mr.  ft  Mra.  Robert  Vinson 
Mn.  Evelyn  Gray 
Rev.  ft  Mra.  D.  €.  Hartley 
Mn.  Troy  Gray 
Shiloh  XYZ,  PeUhatchie 
Luther  Grice 

Mr.  ft  Mrf.  B.  F.  Tbwnsend 
J.  Wall  Griffin 
Mra.  Roy  Lundquist 


Mr.  ft  .Mrs.  Ron  (Diane)  Kinsey 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Fred  C.  (Betty) 
Henderson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  Ijing 
Mrs  Gladys  Sims 
.Audrey'  Little 
First  Baptist  Church. 
Charleston.  TEL  Class 
Mr.  Jack  Markwell 
Emma  Edmonds  Sunday 
School,  Calvary.  lUpelo 
I.atoya  Mason 
Mrs  Jacqueline  B  Gaskin 
Kenneth  T.  Misso.  Sr. 

Elon  Baptist  Church 
Jeff  Powell 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Bobby  Gann 
Mr  ft  Mn.  J.  C.  Redd 
Miss  Honor  Ingram 
Miss  M  J.  Ingram 


Mn.  Leola  Lane  Griffin 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Mrs  Martha  Jo  Coi.ipton 
Mr  .ft  Mra.  Keith  Griffin 
Mra.  Esther  C.  Kemp 
Spence  ft  Kathryn 
Dr.  ft  Mra.  William  A. 

Sirmon 

Mn.  W.  D.  Griffin 
Mra.  Raymond  Ban- 
Grace  W.  Hailing, 
deo  Beatty 
Flora  Wilkerson 
Mr.  Frank  H.  Hammond 
Mr  ft  Mra.  Paul  C. 

Scarbrough 
Mr  M.  ^  Holloway 
Mr.  ft  R.  Byars 

,,  Ms.  Dorothy^rlisle 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Gohlon  Jones 


HONORS 


Mr.  diaries  W.  Htdmes 
Ellen  Coate 

Mra.  Edna  Ehrle  Costs 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  CtUton  Cobb 
Mn.  Boyce  Keeting 
Mr.  Gordon  Coley 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  David  L.  Combs 
Joe  CsHins 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  E.  B.  Senter 
Mn.  Marjorie  CoUhte 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Pat  dnerly  ft 
Family 

Mr.  Vance  CoUnm 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  C.  W.  Makamson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  P.  WUUams 
Mn.  AHee  D.  Combs 


Mn.  Lillian  Ainsworth 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Frank  Ainsworth 
Miss  Mai  Ellis  Allen 
Mrs.  Susan  C.  Wilsdh 
Mn.  Maude  Barney 
Fannie  Ratcliff  Sunday 
School.  Galilee  BC. 
Gloster 

Mn.  Pat  Calhoun 
Serenity  Sunday  Schrol  Class 
Rev.  ft  Mn.  John  Causey 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Bill  Davis 
Mn.  H.  E.  Covington 


NOTE  —  1980 
Change  of  Address 

The  attention  of  every  Village 
friend  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  our 
mailing  address  as  of  January  1, 
1989  is: 


Mrs.  Susan  C.  Wilson 


Mr.  Linus  Srott 


Clayton  Walker  Hamrk 


Fellowship  Bible  Class, 


Mary  Etta  Damon 
Dr.  ft  Mn.  Henry  J.  Jacob 


Otis  ft  Ann  Beasley 
Mn.  Olcan  Hardin 
Mn.  Norene  West 
L.  W.  Doler  Fbmily 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Lewis  Hardin 
Joe  H.  Hardin 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Carlton 
Edmondson 
Mother  of  Ray  Hardy 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 
Mary  Hargrove 
Ms.  (hartine  Killebrew 


The  Baptist  Children^  Village 
R  a  Box  27 

Clinton,  MIeeiaaIppI  30060-0027 

The  change  of  address  is  effected 
in  order  to  use  a  postal  station 
which  is  about  6  miles  nearer  to 
our  central  offices,  thus  conserv¬ 
ing  time  and  vehicle  costs. 


WoodUnd  Hills  BC 
Mn.  W.  M.  Scrivner 
Mn.  Lucille  S.  Upton 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  Spell 
Mn.  Gladys  Sims 
Mn.  Eileen  Stokes 
Fannie  Ratcliff  Sunday 
School.  Galilee  BC, 
Gloater 

Mn.  Late  lyusty 
TEL  Sunday  School,  FBC. 
Charleston 

Mn.  Charles  D.  Wilson 
Ms.  Mai  EUia  Allen 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Cecil  Brown 


Mias  Evette  Davidson 


Women's  Bible  Class 


Jessie  Day  Caacrly 
Ms.  Christine  Osekerham 
Mn.  Del  Coaper 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  0.  P.  Baker  Sr. 
Mn.  Linda  Oane 
Dr.  Mattie  Mae  Brown 
Dsratky  R  Creagaa  . 

Mra.  R  R  Stamps  ft  Family 
Mr.  CaMe  Craefcatt 
Baniey  ft  Myrtice  Cook 
CHflwdCNahy 
Country  Craek  MinMry 


YUe  Street  Baptist  Church 
Clarence  Bodic 
Mrs.  C.  T.  Seale 
Mrs.  Barbara  McCaliar  Boone 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Norris  Wray 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Boyce  Keating 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  H.  D.  (hsham 


FBC.  West  Point.  Bible 
Learners  Sunday  School 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  W.  R  Heaton 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Henry  Peebles 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  Herbert 
Mn.  Gladys  Sims 
Mr.  ft  Mn7flhlpb  Hester 
Mn.  W.  H.  McKenzie  Jr. 
Mbs  Chrtetlac  HaMte 
Mn.  PatUe  M.  Norris 


(To  be  continued) 
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Geografun 


By  Ralph  Peterson 


By  LuciUe  W.  BaUey 

Of  all  the  articles  of  authority  you  Pom.  However,  if  we  are  not  a  Pope 
can  think  of  today,  I  want  to  talk  about  and  didn’t  live  in  Egypt,  then  the 
four:  a  baton,  a  whistle,  a  ring,  and  signet  ring  would  not  help  us. 
a  Bible.  3.  Whisue:  A  whistle  is  the  means 

1.  A  baton  is  used  by  a  conductor  to  of  showing  authority.  Consider  the 
beat  time.  Batons  are  made  in  several  basketball  referee,  the  school  safety 
sizes.  Tl^  are  made  of  wood,' metal,  crossing  man  or  woman,  or  the 
or  plastic.  When  the  conductor  of  an  policeman  handling  a  traffic  jam.  Un¬ 
orchestra  w  a  drum  major  raises  his  til  we  become  a  pdiceman,  a  referee, 
baton,  it  shows  authority,  but  only  for  or  a  safety  person,  then  a  whistle  does 
those  in  the  <Hrchestra  or  the  band,  not  give  us  any  authority. 

4.  Bible:  Now  the  Bible  is  different, 
^>®caus«  it  aiH)lies  to  every  man, 
most  popular  being  the  diBmond.  womnn  bov  or  nirl  in  the  world  It 

^vf  tlSr  to  t**®  authority  of  God,  and 

hsve  given  their  rings  to  trusted  ser-  jgciic  has  said  he  is  the  same  vester- 

tv"of^th^'k^iM**/**^^rp^vnii  forever.  The  Bible  is 

Pharaoh  oa^o  ®  caiuiepend  on ,  and  that  is 

remember  Pharaoh  gave  his  signet  why  we  shouloread  it  hide  its  words 
ring  to  Joseph  when  he  set  him  over 

kn^'th?? J^'pK fheTverelSJ 

bears  his  name,  a  picture  of  St.  Peter  ®  workman  that  needeth  not  be 
in  a  boat,  and  is  sometimes  called  the  dividing  the  word  of 

“fisherman’s  ring.”  All  the  papers  of 

the  Pope  must  be  signed  with  the  ring.  Lucille  W.  Bailey  works  in 

When  the  Pt^  dies,  the  ring  is  broken  Children's  Church  at  First  Church, 
and  a  new  ring  is  made  for  the  next  State  Line. 


Can  you  identify  these  state  capitals? 


1988  R.  Peterson 


1.  The  capital  of  Washington 

2.  The  capital  of  Oregon. 

3.  the  capital  of  California. 

4.  The  capital  of  Nevada. 

Answers: 

.  ,  WN  31UBS'’i 

ZV  xiudoqd  9  in  ‘^MD  05|bT  IfBS  S  AN  ‘^ID  uosjBO  fr  V3  ‘oiuauiBJoes  C  HO  ‘uiaiBS  z  VM  ‘eiduiXio  T 

Now  starting  with  1,  connect  the  dots.  Can  you  imagine  that  the  connected  dots  look  like  a  letter  of  the  alphabet? 
( Can  you  think  of  a  word  starting  with  the  letter  to  fill  in  the  blank :  These  are  all _ _  _ _ _ states. ) 


5.  The  capital  of  Utah. 

6.  The  capital  of  Arizona. 

7.  The  capital  of  New  Mexico. 


Pen  Pal 
Club 


,at  Christmas 


Anyone,  ages  6  through  12,  who 
wishes  to  meet  a  Pen  Pal  fiirough 
the  Baptist  Record  may  do  that  by 
s^ing  name,  address,  age,  and 
name  of  church.  Names  will  be 
listed  monthly  on  the  Children’s 
Page. 


^  Each  yeay  the  Baptist  Student 
0  Union  at  Joii^  County  Junior  College 
dresses  children  at  Christmas  and 
Easter.  Thirteen  children  were 
^  secured  this  year  through  the  migrant 
^  program  in  Jones  County  and  came 
V  from  three  different  grammar 
schools. 

’  ^  The  BSU  drama  and  puppet  teams 
presented  a  program,  involving  70 
^  ^  students,  depicting  the  birth  of  Christ 
V  .  to  the  children.  After  the  program 
^  refreshments  were  served  and  the 
opening  up  of  presents  took  place. 


Dear  Baptist  Record,  • 

Hi!  My  name  is  Michelle 
Beasley,  and  I  would  like  to  have 
a  pen  pal.  I’m  in  the  fifth  ^de 
I’m  ten  years  old.  I  have  mrown 
hair  and  brown  eyes.  My  address 
is  RL  5,  Box  361,  Waynesboro,  MS 
39367.  I  go  to  Chicora  Baptist 
Church. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle 


Puppeteers  win  first  place 

The  Puppeteers  of  Westwood  Church,  Lauderdale  Asaociation',  won  first  place,  non¬ 
commercial,  with  their  entry  in  the  annual  Meridian  holiday  parade.  They  received 
a  plaque  and  a  check  for  $100.  The  directors  of  the  Puppeteers  are  Mrs.  Debra  Stokes, 
Mrs.  Sheila  McAlister,  and  Mrs.  Lynn  Cooper.  Scott  Boardman  is  their  sound  man. 
Puppeteers  are  KsHy  Lucas,  Jennifer  Jackson,  Amanda  Stokes,  Shana  Jackson,  Susan 
Trawick,  Jennifer  Rose,  David  Hopkins,  Kevin  Jacksoq,  Jonathan  Hopkins,  Bryan 
McAlister,  and  Josh  Hopkins.  W.  Buford  Usry  is  the  pastor. 


Children  outline  Noah’s  ark 


The  Children's  Sunday  School  Department  at  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson, 
on  Oct.  30,  1988,  outlined  Noah’s  ark  on  the  parking  lot  of  the  church  (top  photo). 
They  were  studying  about  the  ark  and  wanted  the  church  family  to  see  the  length 
—  450  feet;  width  —  75  feet;  and  height  —  45  feet.  They  used  ribbons  to  outlirre 
the  dimensions  and  involved  several  church  members  in  holding  up  the  ribbon  (bot¬ 
tom  photo).  Renee  Walley  is  the  children’s  coordinator.  Bill  Fuller  is  the  pestor. 


